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Orthopaedic practitioner

Orthopaedic practitioners help patients recover from injury or surgery as quickly as possible by
making sure casts and splints are fitted correctly.

Working life

As an orthopaedic practitioner, you'll apply casts and splints to patients following an accident
or surgery or for particular orthopaedic conditions. Casts and splits are used to keep limbs and
joints in position while they heal.

orthopaedic sign

You'll need to use the most suitable technique and material. Casts can be made from:

You'll need to use the most suitable technique and material.

plaster of Paris
fibreglass

polypropylene
polyester substrates

You may also:

¢ advise patients after the splint or cast has been fitted, sometimes over the phone
e apply dressings to wounds

e remove dressings and stitches from wounds

e remove casts and splints

e order supplies

e update patients’ records

You may be known as a casting technician or plaster technician.

Orthopaedic practitioners work in trauma and orthopaedic clinics. They may work with patients
of all ages and conditions or they may specialise in, for example, children or older people.
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Entry requirements

Employers expect good numeracy and literacy. They may ask for GCSEs. Employers may also
ask for a qualification such as an NVQ or BTEC in health care. It may be possible to enter by
working as a healthcare assistant (1 or clinical support worker 2z in a trauma and orthopaedic
clinic. Once you have experience of working with patients you could approach the casting
room staff to ask for an opportunity to get experience of casting work.

Skills and personal characteristics

As an orthopaedic practitioner, you need to be:

confident and reassuring

able to deal with people who are upset
happy to be hands-on with patients
willing to work with messy materials
able to follow procedures

able to work quickly and carefully

able to work alone or in a team

You'll also need:

e good manual (hand) skills

e organisation skills

e good communication skills

¢ the ability to explain treatment to patients and to offer advice as appropriate

Training and development

To become a fully qualified orthopaedic practitioner, you need to take the British Casting
Certificate. You can take the five-week course as a block or by day release. To get on the
course, you need at least a year’s experience of casting work.

. Pay and conditions

Clinical support staff working in the NHS are paid on the Agenda for Change (AfC) 13 pay

further training and experience, you could apply for more senior positions at bands 4 and
5. Orthopaedic practitioners work standard hours of around 37.5 a week. They may work
shifts, which could involve nights, early starts, evenings and weekends. Terms and
conditions will usually be different for clinical support staff working outside of the NHS.

. Where the role can lead
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You could progress to senior roles within the plaster room. You could apply to train as an
assistant practitioner (s} or with the appropriate qualifications for entry to university, train
as a healthcare professional such as nurse e, physiotherapist (71, or prosthetist/orthotist s

Job market and vacancies

If you're applying for a role either directly in the NHS or in an organisation that provides
NHS services, you'll be asked to show how you think the NHS values apply in your
everyday work. Find out more about NHS values ).

Most NHS trusts advertise their vacancies on NHS Jobs [10. Some of the current
vacancies are below.

Find a vacancy

Enter your location or postcode

Show results within

Search

o Orthopaedic Practitioner (Plaster Technician)

Ashford, TN24 OLZ

Salary:
£29970.00 to £36483.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
East Kent Hospitals University NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Orthopaedic Practitioner (Plaster Technician) job
(opens in a new window) 1

o Senior Orthopaedic Practitioner

Middlesbrough, TS4 3BW

Salary:
£29970.00 to £36483.00

Type:
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Permanent
Employer:
South Tees Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Orthopaedic Practitioner job (opens in a new

window) [12]

Senior Orthopaedic Practitioner

Guernsey, GY4 6UU

Salary:
£38744.00 to £49970.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
States of Guernsey
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Orthopaedic Practitioner job (opens in a new

window) (i3

Assistant Orthopaedic Practitioner

Cardifff, CF14 4XW

Salary:
£26928.00 to £29551.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Cardiff and Vale University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Assistant Orthopaedic Practitioner job (opens in a new

window) (14

Theatre Practitioner (Orthopaedic Scrub)

Eastleigh, SO53 2DW

Salary:
£38500.00 to £38500.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Nuffield Health
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Theatre Practitioner (Orthopaedic Scrub) job (opens in
a new window) [is]

Lead Orthopaedic Scrub Theatre Practitioner

Birmingham, B15 2FQ

Salary:
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Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
HCA Healthcare UK
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Lead Orthopaedic Scrub Theatre Practitioner job
(opens in a new window) (1]

o Senior Theatre Practitioner Orthopaedics -Scrub Nurse

Brentwood, CM15 8EH

Salary:
£43000.00 to £43000.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Nuffield Health
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Theatre Practitioner Orthopaedics -Scrub Nurse
job (opens in a new window) [17]

o Theatre Practitioner - Opthalmics, Orthopaedics, ENT (Bank)

Oxford, OX3 7RP

Salary:
£25.00 to £29.00
Type:
Bank
Employer:
Nuffield Health
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Theatre Practitioner - Opthalmics, Orthopaedics, ENT
(Bank) job (opens in a new window) [is]

o Theatre Practitioner - Opthalmics, Orthopaedics, ENT (Bank)

Oxford, OX3 7RP

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Bank
Employer:
Nuffield Health
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Theatre Practitioner - Opthalmics, Orthopaedics, ENT
(Bank) job (opens in a new window) [i9]

o Theatre Practitioner - Opthalmics, Orthopaedics, ENT (Bank)
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Oxford, OX3 7RP

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Bank
Employer:
Nuffield Health
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Theatre Practitioner - Opthalmics, Orthopaedics, ENT
(Bank) job (opens in a new window) [20]

Advanced Physiotherapist - Orthopaedics

London, SE1 2PR

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
HCA Healthcare UK
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Advanced Physiotherapist - Orthopaedics job (opens in
a new window) 21

Physiotherapist - Orthopaedic/Outpatients

Kendal, LA9 7RG

Salary:
£29970.00 to £36483.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals of Morecambe Bay NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Physiotherapist - Orthopaedic/Outpatients job (opens
in a new window) 22

Senior Orthopaedic Physiotherapist

Ormskirk, L39 2AZ

Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Mersey and West Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Orthopaedic Physiotherapist job (opens in a
new window) |23
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o Orthopaedic Specialist Physiotherapist

Chichester, PO19 6SE

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust (279)
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Orthopaedic Specialist Physiotherapist job (opens in a
new window) (24

o Nurse Clinical Practitioner- Orthopaedic Outpatients & Fracture
Clinic

St Leonards on sea, TN37 7RD

Salary:
£46148.00 to £52809.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
East Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Nurse Clinical Practitioner- Orthopaedic Outpatients &
Fracture Clinic job (opens in a new window) 25

o Orthopaedics Clinical Fellow Doctor

Braddan, IM4 4RJ

Salary:
£61825.00 to £70425.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Manx Care
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Orthopaedics Clinical Fellow Doctor job (opens in a
new window) |26

o Occupational Therapist - Trauma & Orthopaedics

Margate, CT9 4AN

Salary:

£37338.00 to £44962.00
Type:

Permanent
Employer:
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East Kent Hospitals University NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Occupational Therapist - Trauma & Orthopaedics job
(opens in a new window) 7]

Registered Nurse - Orthopaedic Department

Lancaster, LA1 4RP

Salary:
£29970.00 to £36483.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals of Morecambe Bay NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Registered Nurse - Orthopaedic Department job
(opens in a new window) zg

Theatre Team Lead - Orthopaedics

Sutton, SM3 9DW

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Spire Healthcare Ltd
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Theatre Team Lead - Orthopaedics job (opens in a
new window) (29

Strategic Senior Buyer - Orthopaedics

Epsom, KT18 5AL

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Nuffield Health
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Strategic Senior Buyer - Orthopaedics job (opens in a
new window) (so

Strategic Senior Buyer - Orthopaedics

Epsom, KT18 5AL

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
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Permanent
Employer:

Nuffield Health
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Strategic Senior Buyer - Orthopaedics job (opens in a
new window) (3o

Orthopaedic - Junior Clinical Fellow

Croydon, CR7 7YE

Salary:
£49909.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Croydon Health Services NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Orthopaedic - Junior Clinical Fellow job (opens in a
new window) (a1

Orthopaedic Shoulder & Elbow Fellow

Basingstoke/Winchester, SO22 5DG

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Orthopaedic Shoulder & Elbow Fellow job (opens in a
new window) sz

Orthopaedic Foot & Ankle Fellow

Basingstoke/Winchester, RG24 9NA

Salary:
£70425.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Orthopaedic Foot & Ankle Fellow job (opens in a new

window) [s3
Senior MSK/Orthopaedic Physiotherapist

Chichester, PO19 8EL

Salary:
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£40750.00 to £44750.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Nuffield Health
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior MSK/Orthopaedic Physiotherapist job (opens in
a new window) (a4

o Clinical Nurse Specialist - Paediatric Orthopaedics

London, W1Ww 5AH

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
HCA Healthcare UK
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Clinical Nurse Specialist - Paediatric Orthopaedics job
(opens in a new window) s

o Locum Consultant Trauma & Orthopaedic Surgeon

Grimsby, DN33 2BA

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Northern Lincolnshire and Goole NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Trauma & Orthopaedic Surgeon job
(opens in a new window) e

o Ward Clerk - Ward M2 Orthopaedic

Bebington, CH63 4JY

Salary:
£24169.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Wirral University Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Ward Clerk - Ward M2 Orthopaedic job (opens in a
new window) (37

o Orthopaedic Interface Service Admin Lead
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Bristol, BS39 7SB

Salary:
£26250.00 to £31500.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
HCRG Care Group
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Orthopaedic Interface Service Admin Lead job (opens
in a new window) (s

B6 Occupational Therapist - Trauma & Orthopaedics

Ipswich, IP4 5PD

Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
East Suffolk and North Essex NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for B6 Occupational Therapist - Trauma & Orthopaedics
job (opens in a new window) [sg

Medical Secretary - Trauma and Orthopaedics

Colchester, CO4 5JL

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
East Suffolk and North Essex NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary - Trauma and Orthopaedics job
(opens in a new window) o

Senior Physiotherapy Technical Instructor - Orthopaedics

Haywards Heath, RH16 4EX

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust (279)
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Physiotherapy Technical Instructor -
Orthopaedics job (opens in a new window) (a1
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o Registered Nurse - Trauma and Orthopaedics

Sutton-in-Ashfield, NG17 4JL

Salary:
£29970.00 to £36483.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Sherwood Forest Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Registered Nurse - Trauma and Orthopaedics job
(opens in a new window) 42

o Consultant in Trauma & Orthopaedics (Knee)

Norwich, NR4 7UY

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Trauma & Orthopaedics (Knee) job
(opens in a new window) (43

o Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon - Foot and Ankle

Shepton Mallet, BA4 4LP

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Practice Plus Group
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon - Foot and Ankle job
(opens in a new window) a4

o Senior Trauma Fellow in Trauma & Orthopaedics

Leeds, LS1 3EX

Salary:
£70425.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Leeds Teaching Hospitals
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Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Trauma Fellow in Trauma & Orthopaedics job
(opens in a new window) s

Senior Arthroplasty Fellow - Trauma and Orthopaedics

Sutton Coldfield, B75 7RR
Birmingham, B9 5SS
Solihull, B91 2JL

Salary:
£61825.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Arthroplasty Fellow - Trauma and Orthopaedics
job (opens in a new window) (4]

Team Lead Physiotherapist -Trauma and Orthopaedics

Brixton, SE5 9RS

Salary:
£54320.00 to £60981.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
King's College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Team Lead Physiotherapist -Trauma and Orthopaedics
job (opens in a new window) 7]

Joint Plastics and Orthopaedics Hand Fellow

East Grinstead, RH19 3DZ

Salary:
£63152.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Queen Victoria Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Joint Plastics and Orthopaedics Hand Fellow job
(opens in a new window) [4s]

Locum Consultant Trauma & Orthopaedics (Lower Limb)

Kettering, NN16 8UZ

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
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Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Kettering General Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Trauma & Orthopaedics (Lower
Limb) job (opens in a new window) (a9

o Generic Therapy Assistant - Orthopaedics (Band 3)

Steeton, BD20 6TD

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Airedale NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Generic Therapy Assistant - Orthopaedics (Band 3) job
(opens in a new window) o

o Specialist Physiotherapist Trauma and Orthopaedics and
Vascular

London, W2 1NY

Salary:
£44806.00 to £53134.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Physiotherapist Trauma and Orthopaedics
and Vascular job (opens in a new window) s

o Consultant in Trauma & Orthopaedics - Hip & Knee Surgery

Cardiff, CF64 2XX

Salary:
£106000.00 to £154760.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Cardiff and Vale University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Trauma & Orthopaedics - Hip & Knee
Surgery job (opens in a new window) [s2

o Senior Clinical Fellow in Trauma and Orthopaedics


https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9264-25-0214
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9264-25-0214
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9423-25-0273
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9423-25-0273
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9290-25-0345
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9290-25-0345
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/H9001-25-0342
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/H9001-25-0342

Barnet, EN5 3DJ

Salary:
£61825.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Clinical Fellow in Trauma and Orthopaedics job
(opens in a new window) (s3]

Sister/Charge Nurse - Ward 7 Trauma & Orthopaedics

Bodelwyddlan, LL18 5UJ

Salary:
£37898.00 to £45637.00
Type:
Secondment
Employer:
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Sister/Charge Nurse - Ward 7 Trauma & Orthopaedics
job (opens in a new window) [s4

Locum Consultant Trauma & Orthopaedics (Hands and Wrist)

Kettering, NN16 8UZ

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Kettering General Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Trauma & Orthopaedics (Hands and
Wrist) job (opens in a new window) [ss

Clinical Specialist Occupational Therapist - Orthopaedics and
Spines

London, WC1N 3JH

Salary:

£61927.00 to £68676.00
Type:

Permanent
Employer:

Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Clinical Specialist Occupational Therapist -
Orthopaedics and Spines job (opens in a new window) se]
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o Senior Locally Employed Doctor in Paediatric Orthopaedics

Manchester, M13 9WL

Salary:
£61825.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Locally Employed Doctor in Paediatric
Orthopaedics job (opens in a new window) (57

o Medicines Management Technician/Dispensary Pharmacy
Technician

Sheffield, S5 7AU

Salary:
£26530.00 to £36483.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medicines Management Technician/Dispensary
Pharmacy Technician job (opens in a new window) [ss]

o Consultant Trauma and Orthopaedic Surgeon - Lower Limb
Arthroplasty

Oswestry, SY10 7AG

Salary:

£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:

Permanent
Employer:

Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Trauma and Orthopaedic Surgeon - Lower
Limb Arthroplasty job (opens in a new window) s9

o Cellular Pathology IT technician and Associate Practitioner

Chichester, PO19 6SE

Salary:

£31049.00 to £37796.00
Type:

Permanent


https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9349-25-1578
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9349-25-1578
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9190-25-0664
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9190-25-0664
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9224-25-0136
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9224-25-0136

Employer:

University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust (279)
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Cellular Pathology IT technician and Associate
Practitioner job (opens in a new window) (s

Production Technician

London, WC1E 6AG

Salary:
£31944.00 to £34937.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University College London Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Production Technician job (opens in a new window) (s1

Pharmacy Technician

Leeds, LS12 2TJ

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Practice Plus Group
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Pharmacy Technician job (opens in a new window) ez

IT Technician

Northwood , HA6 1BX

Salary:
£25000.00 to £30000.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Harrow Health CIC
Apply now on NHS Jobs for IT Technician job (opens in a new window) (s3

Pharmacy Technician

Leicester, LE2 1XD

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:


https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9279-25-0952
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9279-25-0952
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9309-25-0537
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0314-25-2626
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0480-25-0019

Victoria Park Health Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Pharmacy Technician job (opens in a new window) (s

o HSDU Technician

Eastbourne, BN21 2UD

Salary:
£24169.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
East Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for HSDU Technician job (opens in a new window) [ss]

o Pharmacy Technician

Cardiff, CF24 OUG

Salary:
£30420.00 to £37030.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Cardiff and Vale University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Pharmacy Technician job (opens in a new window) (es

o Pharmacy Technician

Basingstoke, RG24 9DT

Salary:
£29970.00 to £36483.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Pharmacy Technician job (opens in a new window) (s

o Pharmacy Technician

Newcastle upon Tyne, NE15 8NY

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
North East Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Pharmacy Technician job (opens in a new window) (es)



https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A2936-25-0002
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9374-25-0566
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/H9001-25-0445
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9348-25-1234
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9340-PharTech-05-25

o Pharmacy Technician

Thetford , IP25 6RL

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Practice Plus Group
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Pharmacy Technician job (opens in a new window) [s9]

. Further information

o Association of Orthopaedic Practitioners (7o
o British Orthopaedic Association 71
o Orthopaedic and Trauma Alliance (72

Other roles that may interest you

Prosthetic technician (73
Prosthetist/orthotist [74]

Knowledge and library services (s
Experienced paramedic [7e]

Source URL:https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/wider-healthcare-team/roles-wider-
healthcare-team/clinical-support-staff/orthopaedic-practitioner
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