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Speech and language therapy assistant

Speech and language therapy assistants are the frontline of helping patients with conditions
that affect their communication, swallowing and feeding. It could also be your first step in
becoming a speech and language therapist. 

Working life

As a speech and language therapy assistant, you'll work closely with speech and language
therapists [1] and support them in improving the lives of people with a variety of conditions. 

speech and language therapy assistant and student

You will help people who have difficulties with:

producing and using speech
understanding language
using language
feeding, chewing or swallowing
a stammer
their voice

You will work with adults and children with a range of conditions including:

stroke [2]

neurological disorders, such as Parkinson's disease
cancer of the mouth and throat
head injury
hearing loss and deafness
cleft palate
dementia

In many cases, you'll support the patient’s carers too. Bilingual speech and language therapy
assistants will use their language skills to help patients understand what is happening at their
appointment.

Tasks could include:

Apprenticeships logo

https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/healthcare-support-worker
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/healthcare-support-worker/roles-healthcare-support-worker
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/allied-health-professionals/speech-and-language-therapist
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/allied-health-professionals/speech-and-language-therapist
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/glossary#Stroke


preparing rooms and equipment
helping patients during appointments
writing important reports on a patient's condition
updating patient records.

Who will I work with?

As well as speech and language therapists [1], you'll work closely with teachers and other
health professionals, such as doctors [3], nurses [4] and psychologists [5]. 

Where will I work?

You may work in hospitals, mainstream and special schools, community clinics or patients’
own homes.

Entry requirements 

There are no set entry requirements for speech and language therapy assistants. Employers
expect good numeracy and literacy and some experience or qualifications in health or social
care. Employers may ask for GCSEs in English and maths. They may ask for NVQ, BTEC or
an equivalent qualification in health and social care.

Employers often ask for relevant work experience. Even where this is not specified, it would be
an advantage if you have worked in health or social care, either in paid employment or
voluntary work. If you're applying for a role in the NHS, you'll be asked to show how you think
the NHS values apply in your everyday work.

Skills and personal characteristics needed 

Speech and language therapists need to:

be able to work with people of all ages
enjoy using language and communication to help people
be able to motivate people
be able to reassure people
enjoy working alone or as a member of a team

You'll also need

excellent communication skills
ability to motivate people
organisation skills
ability to explain treatment to patients

Training and development

You will receive appropriate training in order do the job, including an introduction to the
department and its procedures.
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Some speech and language therapy assistants use their knowledge and skills in
other languages to offer a bilingual service.

You may be offered the chance to study for qualifications such as:

the NCFE CACHE level 2 Certificate in Healthcare Support Services
the NCFE CACHE level 3 Diploma in Healthcare Support

You may also be able to do an apprenticeship.

Speech and language therapy assistants can become associate members of the Royal
College of Speech and Language Specialists [6] (RCSLT) who run courses and events for
speech and language therapy assistants to update their skills and network. 

With experience, you could become a team leader supervising the work of other speech and
language therapy assistants. You could apply to train as an assistant practitioner or with the
necessary qualifications, as a speech and language therapist.

Pay and benefits

Your standard working week will be around 37.5 hours and may include a mix of shifts, such
as nights, early starts, evenings and weekends. You’ll be paid on the Agenda for Change (AFC
[7]) pay system, typically starting on band 2 or 3.

You’ll also have access to our generous pension scheme and health service discounts, as well
as 27 days of annual leave, plus bank holidays, which increases the longer you’re in service.
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Speech and Language Therapy Assistant

Whitehaven, CA28 9JG
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Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
North Cumbria Integrated Care NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapy Assistant job (opens in
a new window)  [8]

Speech and Language Therapy Assistant

Carlisle, CA2 7HY

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
North Cumbria Integrated Care NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapy Assistant job (opens in
a new window)  [9]

Speech and Language Therapy Assistant

Hyndburn, Ribble Valley and Rossendale, BB5 1RT

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Lancashire & South Cumbria NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapy Assistant job (opens in
a new window)  [10]

Speech and Language Therapy Apprenticeship

Birmingham, B7 4BN

Salary:
£12514.00

Type:
Apprenticeship

Employer:
Birmingham Community Healthcare NHS FT

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapy Apprenticeship job
(opens in a new window)  [11]
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Enfield, EN2 0JB

Salary:
£34521.00 to £50697.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Adult Community Speech and Language Therapy job
(opens in a new window)  [12]

Clinical Lead Adult Community Speech and Language Therapy

Enfield, EN2 0JB

Salary:
£59490.00 to £66239.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Clinical Lead Adult Community Speech and Language
Therapy job (opens in a new window)  [13]

Clinical Lead for Children’s Speech and Language Therapy

Kettering, NN15 7PW

Salary:
£53755.00 to £60504.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Northamptonshire Healthcare Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Clinical Lead for Children’s Speech and Language
Therapy job (opens in a new window)  [14]

ENT/H&NC Speech and Language Therapy Lead

Sutton-in-Ashfield, NG17 4JL

Salary:
£53755.00 to £60504.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Sherwood Forest Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for ENT/H&NC Speech and Language Therapy Lead job
(opens in a new window)  [15]
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Paediatric Speech and Language Therapy Administration Co-
ordinator

Pontypridd, CF37 4AL

Salary:
£26928.00 to £29551.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Paediatric Speech and Language Therapy
Administration Co-ordinator job (opens in a new window)  [16]

Speech & Language Therapy Assistant Practitioner

Cheltenham, GL53 7AN

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Gloucestershire Health and Care NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech & Language Therapy Assistant Practitioner job
(opens in a new window)  [17]

Assistant Speech and Language Therapist

Enfield, EN2 8JL

Salary:
£29460.00 to £31909.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
455 North London NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Assistant Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [18]

Speech and Language Therapist

Wembley, HA9 9FX

Salary:
£29970.00 to £36483.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
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Central London Community Health Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [19]

Speech and Language Therapist

Cardiff, CF24 3AB

Salary:
£30420.00 to £37030.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Swansea Bay University Health Board

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [20]

Speech and Language Therapist

Runcorn, WA7 1TW

Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Bridgewater Community Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [21]

Speech and Language Therapist

Hastings, TN34 1BA

Salary:
£29970.00 to £36483.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Kent Community Health NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [22]

Speech and Language Therapist

Stroud, GL6 9AG

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
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Permanent
Employer:

Novalis Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [23]

Speech and Language Therapist

Enfield, EN2 0JB

Salary:
£42939.00 to £50697.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [24]

Speech and Language Therapist

Enfield, EN2 0JB

Salary:
£42939.00 to £50697.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [25]

Speech and Language Therapist

Blandford Forum, DT11 0QS

Salary:
£29969.00 to £29969.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Cambian Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [26]

Speech and Language Therapist

Chelmsford, CM2 0QX

Salary:
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£29970.00 to £36483.00
Type:

Permanent
Employer:

Provide CIC
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [27]

Speech and Language Therapist

Doncaster, DN4 8QN

Salary:
£29970.00 to £36483.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Rotherham Doncaster and South Humber NHSFT

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [28]

Speech And Language Therapist

Bournemouth, BH6 3PX

Salary:
£31317.00 to £38122.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Cygnet Health Care

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech And Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [29]

Speech and Language Therapist

Wimborne, BH21 5RT

Salary:
£32302.40 to £47174.40

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Aurora Care and Education Opco Ltd

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [30]

Speech and Language Therapist
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Taunton, TA3 5PX

Salary:
£55000.00 to £55000.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Cambian Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [31]

Speech and Language Therapist

Inscape, SK8 1JE

Salary:
£31572.73

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Together Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [32]

Speech and Language Therapist

Gloucester, GL2 9EE

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Elysium Healthcare

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [33]

Speech and Language Therapist

Derby, DE22 3NE

Salary:
£28407.00 to £34581.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Derbyshire Community Health Services NHSFT

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [34]
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Speech and Language Therapist

317 02 Royal Victoria Infirmary, NE7 7DN

Salary:
£29970.00 to £36483.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [35]

Speech and Language Therapist

Enfield, EN2 0JB

Salary:
£42939.00 to £50697.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [36]

Speech and Language Therapist

Huddersfield, HD3 3HR
Norwich, NR3 1YE
Harrogate, HG1 2PW
Exeter, EX1 3QS
Newcastle , NE3 3PF

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Evolve Psychology Services

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [37]

Speech and Language Therapist

Lymington, SO41 8QD

Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00
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https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9317-25-0599
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9391-25-0834
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9391-25-0834
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0309-25-0035
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0309-25-0035


Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [38]

Speech and Language Therapist

Bedford, MK40 2LW

Salary:
£48884.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Active Care Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [39]

Speech and Language Therapist

Thatcham, RG19 8ET

Salary:
£44772.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Elysium Healthcare

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in a new
window)  [40]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Hull, HU7 5DD

Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
City Health Care Partnership CIC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [41]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Stockport, SK8 1JE
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Salary:
£30241.60 to £41490.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Together Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [42]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Newmains, ML2 9BY

Salary:
£23166.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Active Care Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [43]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Inscape, SK8 1JE

Salary:
£37802.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Together Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [44]

Paediatric Speech and Language Therapist

Harlow, CM20 1QX

Salary:
£46148.00 to £52809.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Princess Alexandra Hospital NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Paediatric Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [45]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0469-25-0062
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0469-25-0062
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/L0042-25-0138
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/L0042-25-0138
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0469-25-0064
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0469-25-0064
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9292-25-0184
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9292-25-0184


Watford, WD17 3EW

Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [46]

Advanced Speech and Language Therapist

Hull, HU3 2HE

Salary:
£43742.00 to £50056.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Humber Teaching NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Advanced Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [47]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Stockport, SK8 1JE

Salary:
£22681.20 to £41490.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Together Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [48]

Senior Speech and Language Therapist

., EX7 9QH

Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Torbay and South Devon NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in
a new window)  [49]
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Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Enfield, EN2 0JB

Salary:
£42939.00 to £50697.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [50]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Welwyn Garden City, AL7 1BW

Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [51]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Dorchester, DT1 2JY

Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Dorset County Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [52]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Woking, GU21 6JD
Reigate, RH2 8EF
Weybridge, KT13 0YP

Salary:
£40761.00 to £43947.00

Type:
Permanent
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Employer:
Surrey County Council

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [53]

Senior Speech and Language Therapist

Rochford, Essex, SS4 1RB

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Essex Partnership University NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in
a new window)  [54]

Senior Speech and Language Therapist

Wallasey, CH44 5UF

Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Wirral Community Health and Care NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in
a new window)  [55]

Speech and Language Therapist - Silverwood

Chertsey, KT160AE

Salary:
£48270.00 to £54931.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist - Silverwood job
(opens in a new window)  [56]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Barnstaple, EX314JB

Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00
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Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [57]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Bournemouth, BH8 8TH

Salary:
£39404.00 to £39404.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Cambian Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [58]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Northampton, NN1 5LL

Salary:
£48296.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Active Care Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [59]

Senior Speech and Language Therapist

Chorley, PR7 1AL

Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Lancashire & South Cumbria NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Speech and Language Therapist job (opens in
a new window)  [60]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Lordswood, ME5 8TJ

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C0023-25-0849
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C0023-25-0849
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https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9351-25-0380


Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Kent Community Health NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [61]

Advanced Speech and Language Therapist

Hull, HU10 6ED

Salary:
£46148.00 to £52809.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Humber Teaching NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Advanced Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [62]

Speech and Language Therapist - Adults

Caernarfon, LL55 2YE

Salary:
£30420.00 to £37030.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speech and Language Therapist - Adults job (opens in
a new window)  [63]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Dawlish, EX7 0NR

Salary:
£37338.00 to £44962.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Devon Partnership NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [64]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9846-25-0269
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9846-25-0269
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https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9369-25-0125-2
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9369-25-0125-2


Exeter, EX2 7LE

Salary:
£46148.00 to £52809.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Torbay and South Devon NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [65]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Cardiff, CF14 7XB

Salary:
£37898.00 to £45637.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Cardiff and Vale University Health Board

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [66]

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist

Caernarfon, LL55 2YE

Salary:
£37898.00 to £45637.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Speech and Language Therapist job (opens
in a new window)  [67]

Other roles that may interest you

Occupational therapy support worker  [68]

Occupational therapist  [69]

Speech and language therapist [70]

Experienced paramedic [71]
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