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The return to nursing practice programme

The return to practice programme is a combination of classroom and placement-based learning. 

The hours you spend on placement will vary and be negotiated with you, depending how long you have been 
off the NMC [1] register.  

Can't see the video? You’ll need to accept all cookies [2]. Alternatively, visit our YouTube Channel to view 
our videos [3]
The whole programme can take three to 12 months to complete. The university you choose will be able to 
provide further information. 

NMC [1] requirements and re-registration

If you were a registered nurse but have had a break, you will need to meet a number of requirements to re-
register with the Nursing and Midwifery Council [4] (NMC [1]), including completing a number of practice 
hours. If you have not completed the required number of practice hours you will have to complete an 
approved Return to Practice (RTP) programme before applying to re-join the register.

If your registration was removed by one of the NMC’s fitness to practise panels, you will have to apply for 
restoration to the register.

Throughout the programme you will develop a portfolio that demonstrates your skills. The portfolio will be 
sent to the Nursing and Midwifery Council [5] (NMC [1]) to record the completion of your return to practice 
programme and your re-registration.

Find out more about returning to the NMC register [6].

Courses available across the country

Led by supportive tutors, assessors and supervisors, there are approximately 30 courses [7] available across 
the country, all created to refresh your nursing skills so that you’re ready to return to practice.

A proportion of your programme will be based at a university, with the tutors working with you to support 
your learning experience.

The remainder of the time will be spent on a clinical placement, where a mentor will work with you to 
record your competence in clinical skills. The university will source a suitable practice placement for you.

Find a Return to nursing practice course on our course finder [7] 
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There are also a number of universities running RTP programmes in general practice nursing in London [8], 
the North East [9], North West [10], South West [11] and West Midlands [12] regions of England.

In Thames Valley, Wessex, Sussex and Surrey [13]there are currently no specific Return to general practice 
nursing courses. However, support networks are in place in these areas to enable students to go through a GP 
practice with general practice nursing support. You should contact the universities running the RTP nursing 
programmes to find out more.

Find out more returning to general practice nursing [14].

Numeracy skills

If you are considering a return to practice course and are concerned about your numeracy skills, you can 
contact the course provider or employer to find out what assessment and support may be available.

Additional support

If you have a long term health condition and/or a disability you may be able to access additional support and 
funding. Find out more on the Government [15] and Diversity and Ability [16] websites.

Other routes back to practice

Another route back into nursing and midwifery is the NMC [1] test of competence. Launched in January 
2020, it involves an online test and an Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) [17]. Like the 
return to practice course, this route is also funded by the NHS.

More information on the test of competence including information on how to apply is available on the 
NMC website [18].

Regional 
contacts 

If you have further questions, you can get in touch with your regional return to practice lead by email. 

East of England  [19]
London [20]
Midlands [21]
North East and Yorkshire [22]
North West [23]
South East [24]
South West [25]

Live return to 
practice 
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vacancies on 
NHS Jobs 

Many NHS organisations will advertise their return to practice opportunities directly on NHS Jobs. A 
selection of current vacancies is below. 

Find a vacancy

Enter your location or postcode
Show results within ▾

Search

Staff Nurse Paediatrics - Return to Practice

Cambridge, CB2 0QQ

Salary:
£22816.00 to £24336.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Cambridge University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Staff Nurse Paediatrics - Return to Practice job (opens in a new 
window) [26]

Allied Health Professionals- Return to Practice

Welwyn Garden City, AL7 1BW

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Allied Health Professionals- Return to Practice job (opens in a new 
window) [27]

Return to Practice - Allied Health Professional

Dorset, BH7 7DW

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Honorary

Employer:
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University Hospitals Dorset NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Return to Practice - Allied Health Professional job (opens in a new 
window) [28]

Return to Practice Placement – Allied Health Professions

Leeds, LS12 3QE

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Voluntary

Employer:
Leeds and York Partnership NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Return to Practice Placement – Allied Health Professions job 
(opens in a new window) [29]

Adult Nurses: Return to Practice & Rejoin Profession!

Bracknell, RG12 2UT

Salary:
£28407.00 to £34581.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Berkshire Healthcare Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Adult Nurses: Return to Practice & Rejoin Profession! job (opens 
in a new window) [30]

Mental Health Nurses: Return to Practice & Rejoin Profession!

Bracknell, RG12 2UT

Salary:
£28407.00 to £34581.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Berkshire Healthcare Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Mental Health Nurses: Return to Practice & Rejoin Profession! job 
(opens in a new window) [31]

NHS 111 Senior Clinical Advisor Return to Practice opportunities

Wakefield, WF2 0XQ

Salary:
£35392.00 to £42618.00

Type:
Permanent
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Employer:
Yorkshire Ambulance Service NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for NHS 111 Senior Clinical Advisor Return to Practice opportunities 
job (opens in a new window) [32]

Head of Nursing, Workforce, Education and Practice

Crumpsall, Manchester, M8 5RB

Salary:
£70417.00 to £81138.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Head of Nursing, Workforce, Education and Practice job (opens in 
a new window) [33]

Practice Nurse - The Practice Prospect House

Great Missenden, HP16 0BG

Salary:
£25000.00 to £48000.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Operose Health

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse - The Practice Prospect House job (opens in a new 
window) [34]

Professional and Practice Development Lead for Nursing Apprenticeships

Northampton, NN1 5DG

Salary:
£40000.00 to £50285.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
St Andrew’s Healthcare

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Professional and Practice Development Lead for Nursing 
Apprenticeships job (opens in a new window) [35]

Professional and Practice Development Lead for Nursing Apprenticeships

Northampton, NN1 5DG

Salary:
£40000.00 to £50285.00

Type:

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9174-24-0121
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9174-24-0121
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9174-24-0121
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9349-24-1729
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9349-24-1729
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9349-24-1729
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9349-24-1729
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0327-24-0098
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0327-24-0098
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0327-24-0098
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0327-24-0098
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0354-35881
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0354-35881
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0354-35881


Permanent
Employer:

St Andrew’s Healthcare
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Professional and Practice Development Lead for Nursing 
Apprenticeships job (opens in a new window) [35]

ANP - The Practice Leecon Way

Rochford, SS4 1TU

Salary:
£48000.00 to £60000.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Operose Health

Apply now on NHS Jobs for ANP - The Practice Leecon Way job (opens in a new window) [36]

ANP - The Practice Northumberland Avenue

Southend-on-sea, SS1 2TH

Salary:
£48000.00 to £60000.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Operose Health

Apply now on NHS Jobs for ANP - The Practice Northumberland Avenue job (opens in a new 
window) [37]

Stroke Dietitian and Practice Development Lead

Maidstone Hospital, ME16 9QQ

Salary:
£43742.00 to £50056.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Stroke Dietitian and Practice Development Lead job (opens in a 
new window) [38]

CT Team Lead and Practice Educator

Farnworth, BL4 0JR

Salary:
£43742.00 to £50056.00

Type:
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Permanent
Employer:

Bolton NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for CT Team Lead and Practice Educator job (opens in a new window)
[39]

Senior Midwife and Practice Development Lead

London, SW10 9NH

Salary:
£51488.00 to £57802.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Chelsea and Westminster Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Midwife and Practice Development Lead job (opens in a 
new window) [40]

Head Of Practice Engagement And Partnership

Peterborough, PE2 8AL

Salary:
£45000.00 to £51000.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Greater Peterborough Network

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Head Of Practice Engagement And Partnership job (opens in a new 
window) [41]

Cancer Nursing Practice Development Nurse

King's Lynn, PE304ET

Salary:
£43742.00 to £50056.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
The Queen Elizabeth Hospital King's Lynn NHSFT

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Cancer Nursing Practice Development Nurse job (opens in a new 
window) [42]

General Practice - Practice Nurse

Glastonbury Road, BA5 1XJ

Salary:
Negotiable
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Type:
Permanent

Employer:
WELLS HEALTH CENTRE

Apply now on NHS Jobs for General Practice - Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window)
[43]

Practice Nurse

Felixstowe , IP11 9GA

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Primary Care Careers

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [44]

Practice Nurse

Nottingham, NG3 6EW

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
West Oak Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [45]

Practice Nurse

Whitby, YO22 5DP
Whitby, YO21 3SN

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Sleights and Sandsend Medical Practice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [46]

Practice Nurse

Merseyside, PR8 6PG

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
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Permanent
Employer:

Cumberland House Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [47]

Practice Nurse

Leeds, LS8 5DE
Leeds, LS10 2PE

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Conway Medical Centre

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [48]

Practice Nurse

Brentwood, CM15 8AQ

Salary:
£17.72

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Primary Care Careers

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [49]

Practice Nurse

Fleetwood, FY7 8GU

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Fleetwood Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [50]

Practice Nurse

Thornbury, BS35 2AT

Salary:
£15.00 to £18.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A2330-24-0001
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A2330-24-0001
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A5649-24-0001
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A5649-24-0001
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/M0038-24-0280
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/M0038-24-0280
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A0247-24-0002
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A0247-24-0002


St Mary Street Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [51]

Practice Nurse

Hemel Hempstead, HP2 4HY

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Everest House Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [52]

Practice Nurse

Harlow, CM18 6YJ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Primary Care Careers

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [53]

Practice Nurse

Gloucester , GL1 2TZ
Gloucester, GL4 6DX

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
G DOC LTD

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [54]

Practice Nurse

Nottingham, NG12 3UQ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
PartnersHealth

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [55]
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Practice Nurse

London, NW5 3LN

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Prince of Wales Medical Centre

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [56]

Practice Nurse

Leicestershire, LE53GH
Leicester, LE1 2NZ
Leicester, LE5 3GH

Salary:
£35392.00 to £42618.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
DHU Healthcare

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [57]

Practice Nurse

Brighton, BN2 8BU

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Saltdean & Rottingdean Medical Practice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [58]

Practice Nurse

Oldham, OL1 3UL

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
St Mary’s Medical Centre

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [59]
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Practice Nurse

Newport Pagnell, MK16 8QT

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Primary Care Careers

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [60]

Practice Nurse

Ramsgate, CT12 6EW

Salary:
£17.00 to £20.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Newington Road Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [61]

Practice Nurse

Cambridgeshire, CB6 1JU

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
St George's Medical Centre

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [62]

Practice Nurse

Stoke-on-trent, ST7 8EW

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Audley Health Centre

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [63]

Practice Nurse
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Wolverhampton, WV11 2JN

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Griffiths Practice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [64]

Practice Nurse

Ramsgate, CT12 6EW

Salary:
£17.00 to £20.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Newington Road Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [61]

Practice Nurse

Kingston, KT3 3TX

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Groves Medical Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [65]

Practice Nurse

Stoke-on-trent, ST7 3BT

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Greenmoss Medical Centre

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [66]

Practice Nurse

Swaffham , PE37 7HJ
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Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Primary Care Careers

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [67]

Practice Nurse

Stafford, ST19 5AP

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Penkridge Medical Practice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [68]

Practice Nurse

Camberley, GU16 7ER
Camberley, GU15 2QA

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Surrey Heath Community Providers Ltd

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [69]

Practice Nurse

Manchester, M32 0PA
Manchester, M16 0LW

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
North Trafford Group Practice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [70]

Practice Nurse

Huddersfield, HD1 3SB
Huddersfield, HD7 4QQ
Huddersfield, HD1 3XH
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Huddersfield, HD3 3XA

Salary:
£20.00 to £23.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Thornton Lodge Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [71]

Practice Nurse

Sandy, SG19 1JQ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Primary Care Careers

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [72]

Practice Nurse

Nottingham, NG5 3HU

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Tudor House Medical Practice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [73]

Practice Nurse

Leeds, LS10 2PE
Leeds, LS8 5DE

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Church Street Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [74]

Practice Nurse

Llanelli, SA14 9BN

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A4847-24-0000
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Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Llwynhendy Health Centre

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [75]

Practice Nurse

Stockport, SK7 4AA

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Springfield Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [76]

Practice Nurse

Bromley, BR1 4PX
London, SE9 4JS

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Links Medical Practice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [77]

Practice Nurse

London, W4 3ET
London, W4 4BJ

Salary:
£23.00 to £25.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Grove Park Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [78]

Practice Nurse
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Reading, RG2 0AR
Reading, RG2 7BD
Reading, RG1 3NQ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Dr Mittal & Partners

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [79]

Practice Nurse

Manchester, M8 9JT

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
WELLFIELD MEDICAL CENTRE

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [80]

Practice Nurse

Torquay, TQ2 5UA

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Croft Hall Medical Practice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [81]

Practice Nurse

Goffs Oak, EN7 5ET

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Primary Care Careers

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [82]

Practice Nurse
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Biggleswade, SG18 8DJ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Primary Care Careers

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Practice Nurse job (opens in a new window) [83]
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