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Compare roles in health
Not sure where to start with the hundreds of NHS careers? Use our compare roles section to 
get bite-size information on the entry requirements and training, pay and conditions, prospects 
and skills needed of up to three roles. If there is something that you think you could do, then 
get more in-depth information on the role.

Don't forget, you can also save your role comparisons by registering with us.  

Anatomical pathology [1]

Anatomical pathology is the processing, examination, and diagnosis of surgical specimens in 
hospital and public mortuaries.

Training and 
qualifications 

required

The main entry point into this area of work is currently with 5 GCSEs at A-C, including 
English, maths and a science - ideally biology - (or equivalent level-2 qualification) for a post 
as a trainee anatomical pathology technologist. You’ll work towards a level-3 Diploma in 
Anatomical Pathology Technology.

Expected 
working hours 

and salary range

Anatomical pathology technologists will usually work a standard 37.5 hours per week. In the 
NHS, salaries range from bands 3 to 5. Terms and conditions may vary outside the NHS.

Desirable skills 
and values

Effective verbal and written communication skills, confidence with technology and processes, 
ability to work as part of a team and a confident and sympathetic approach.

Prospects

More senior roles within the mortuary. There may be the opportunity to apply for posts 
elsewhere in pathology services.

Related roles

Biomedical science [2]

Infection sciences [3]
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Operating department practitioner [4]

Clinical bioinformatics health informatics [5]
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