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Comparerolesin health

Not sure where to start with the hundreds of NHS careers? Use our compare roles section to get bite-size
information on the entry requirements and training, pay and conditions, prospects and skills needed of up to
threeroles. If there is something that you think you could do, then get more in-depth information on the role.

Don't forget, you can also save your role comparisons by registering with us.
Pharmacist [1]

Pharmacists make a difference to the lives of their patients through an expert knowledge of medicines and
health.?

Training and
gualifications
required

Y ou need to study for an accredited Master's degree in pharmacy (MPharm) which is afive-year programme
of integrated academic and clinical based teaching. Y ears 1-4 will be as a student, followed by a one year
paid work placement called afoundation training year. Typicaly, you'll need three A-levels or equivalent in
chemistry and a second science or maths at AAB to BBB, although universities differ so it's important to
check. GCSEs are considered alongside A-levels, with most schools of pharmacy expecting a minimum of
five GCSEs including maths, English language and one science. Some universities accept vocational
qualifications such as BTEC Level 3, National Extended Diplomain Applied Sciences or the Accessto HE
Diploma.

Expected
working hours
and salary range

Pharmacists working in the NHS will work standard hours of around 37.5 a week which may include shifts.
Newly qualified pharmacists will usually start in the NHS at band 6 and with further experience and training
can apply for posts up to band 9. Terms and conditions can vary for pharmacists outside of the NHS,
including those working in high street and retail pharmacies.

Desirable skills
and values

The skills needed to be a pharmacist include good customer and science skills, a general understanding of
pharmacy and how it benefits patients, and strong communication skillsto be able to speak to patients and
other healthcare professionals.

Prospects
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As aregistered pharmacist, you could work in community pharmacy or in ahospital, general practice, NHS
111 or the armed forces. Or you could work in the industry, academic or research sectors. Some pharmacists
mix and match their career between different sectors. Within the next few years, all pharmacists will be
qualified to prescribe when they complete their training.

Related roles

e Pharmaceutical medicine [2]
e Pharmacy technician [3]

e Clinical biochemistry [4]

e Pharmacy assistant [5]
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