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Urology

Urologists (also known as urological surgeons) treat problems of the female urinary system
and the male genitourinary tract.

They diagnose and treat disorders of the kidneys, ureters, bladder, prostate and male
reproductive organs. 

surgical instruments

Life as a urologist 

You’ll perform surgery but also be involved in the medical management of a patient’s
condition. You can expect to be busy as approximately 10% of all GP referrals and 20% of all
hospital referrals are for urological conditions. 

You’ll treat patients of all ages for a range of conditions including disorders of the: 

kidneys/ureters – stones, tumours, infections and trauma 
bladder – stones, tumours, congenital disorders, incontinence and infection  
prostate – tumours, obstruction, difficulty passing urine and infections 
urethra – strictures and trauma 
male reproductive organs – impotence, tumours, congenital disorders, infection,
sterilisation and male infertility 

Most urological surgery is planned, so patients choose to have the operation rather than it
being an emergency procedure. However, acute conditions such as kidney infections, urinary
retention, kidney stones and trauma to the urinary tract are common. 

Your skills will be tested every day as you operate instruments such as a cystoscope, a thin,
luminated instrument used to examine the bladder and the urethra. You’ll also use an
endoscope [1], a telescopic instrument used to remove bladder tumours, remove the
obstructive lobes of the prostate and treat bladder and kidney stones.  

You’ll use lasers to fragment stones and cut tissues and use robotic surgery systems.
Undertaking reconstructive surgery will also be a significant part of your role, for example
using small bowel to replace the bladder or the lining of the mouth to repair the urethra. 

Urologists use technology to assist them, including lasers, robotics, freezing tumours
(cryotherapy), keyhole surgery, and using shockwaves to fragment stones. 
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Common procedures include: 

endoscopic removal of the prostate (which may involve lasers) 
robotic surgery to remove the bladder, kidney or prostate to treat cancer 
kidney stone removal/laser fragmentation of kidney and ureteric stones 
cystoscopy 
formation of a stoma to divert urine into a bag 
vasectomy 
circumcision and scrotal surgery 

How much can I earn? 

You’ll first earn a salary when you start your foundation training [2] after medical school.  Find
out details of current salary ranges for foundation and specialty training, SAS doctors [3] and
consultants on the 'Pay for doctors' [4] page. 

How about the benefits? 

make a difference 
flexible and part-time working 
high income early in your career   
work anywhere in the world   
excellent pension scheme 
good holiday entitlement 
NHS discounts in shops and restaurants 

Must-have skills 

excellent communication skills to manage a wide range of relationships with colleagues,
and patients and their families  
emotional resilience, a calm temperament and the ability to work well under pressure  
teamwork and the capacity to lead multidisciplinary teams  
problem-solving and diagnostic skills  
outstanding organisational ability and effective decision-making skills  
first-class time and resource management for the benefit of patients  

Entry requirements 

Your first step is medical school. Typically, you’ll need excellent GCSEs and three A or A*
passes at A level including chemistry for a five-year undergraduate degree in medicine. Many
medical schools also ask for biology and others may require maths or physics.   

If you already have a degree, you could study for a four-year postgraduate degree in
medicine.  

You’ll need to pass an interview and admissions test. You’ll be asked to show how you
demonstrate the NHS values such as compassion and respect.  
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Some medical schools look to recruit a mix of students from different backgrounds and
geographical areas, so your educational and economic background and family circumstances
could be considered as part of your application. 

"The opportunity to interact with people from all walks of life is a
privilege and I love the physical and technical challenges of
operating on the human body."

Read Vaibhav's story [5]. 

What are my chances of starting a career in urology? 

There are approximately 999 urologists working in the NHS in England. In 2020, there were
146 applications for 64 specialty training posts.  

How to become a urologist 

After medical school, you’ll join the paid two-year foundation programme [6] where you’ll work in
six placements in different settings.  

After your foundation programme, you can apply for paid specialty training [7] to become a
urologist, which will take a minimum of seven years.  

You may be able to train part time, for example for health reasons or if you have family or
caring responsibilities. 

Where a career as a urologist can take you 

The main sub-specialties in urology include: 

endourology – prostate, bladder and kidney conditions, including kidney stones, benign
prostatic enlargement and small bladder tumours, treated using key-hole techniques and
lasers 
urological oncology [8] – prostate, bladder, kidney, testicular and penile cancer, often
involving robotic surgery 
andrology – male fertility and sexual health 
female and reconstructive urology – repair and restoration of the lower urinary tract,
particularly the bladder and urethra including management of urethral stricture disease 

You could also specialise in paediatric urology. 
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Locum Consultant Urological Surgeon

Northampton, NN1 5BD

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Northampton General Hospital

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Urological Surgeon job (opens in a
new window)  [9]

Band 4 - Urology Cancer Pathway Navigator, Urology

St Albans, AL3 5PN

Salary:
£27857.00 to £30570.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
West Hertfordshire Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Band 4 - Urology Cancer Pathway Navigator, Urology
job (opens in a new window)  [10]

Receptionist, Urology

Redditch, B98 7UB

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Receptionist, Urology job (opens in a new window)  [11]
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Consultant Oral Surgeon

Hereford, HR1 2ER

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Wye Valley NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Oral Surgeon job (opens in a new window) 
[12]

Consultant Hand Surgeon

Doncaster, DN40TG
Barnsley, S71 1TH
Sheffield, S105UB
Sheffield, S80YH
Sheffield, S61GA
Rotherham, S639EH
Barnsley, S728SU
Sheffield, S56AZ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Locum

Employer:
HealthHarmonie

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Hand Surgeon job (opens in a new window) 
[13]

Consultant Colorectal Surgeon

Winchester, SO22 5DG

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Colorectal Surgeon job (opens in a new
window)  [14]

Consultant Spinal Surgeon

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9229-25-0378
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/U0024-25-0036SYO
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9251-25-0436
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9251-25-0436


Sheffield, S11 8UX

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
One Health Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Spinal Surgeon job (opens in a new
window)  [15]

Consultant Hand Surgeon

Bristol, BS7 8SA
Bristol, BS11 0QE
Bristol, BS9 3AA
Bristol, BS10 6AF
Bristol, BS34 6BQ
Bristol, BS15 4EJ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Locum

Employer:
HealthHarmonie

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Hand Surgeon job (opens in a new window) 
[16]

Consultant Dermatology Surgeon

Canterbury, CT1 3NG

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
East Kent Hospitals University NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Dermatology Surgeon job (opens in a new
window)  [17]

Locum Consultant Urology

Redditch, B987UB

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Locum

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0103-25-0027
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0103-25-0027
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/U0024-25-0034BR
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Employer:
Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Urology job (opens in a new
window)  [18]

Medical Secretary Urology

Llanelli, SA14 8QF

Salary:
£26928.00 to £29551.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Hywel Dda University Health Board

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary Urology job (opens in a new
window)  [19]

Urology Booking Coordinator

Bath, BA1 3NG

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Urology Booking Coordinator job (opens in a new
window)  [20]

Specialist in Urology

Hereford, HR1 2ER

Salary:
£96990.00 to £107155.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Wye Valley NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist in Urology job (opens in a new window)  [21]

Locum Consultant Urology

Woolwich, SE18 4QH

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9365-25-0256-1
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Fixed-Term
Employer:

Lewisham and Greenwich NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Urology job (opens in a new
window)  [22]

Support Secretary - Urology

Plymouth, PL6 8DH

Salary:
£24169.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
University Hospitals Plymouth NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Support Secretary - Urology job (opens in a new
window)  [23]

Specialty Doctor Urology

Canterbury, CT1 3NG

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
East Kent Hospitals University NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor Urology job (opens in a new window) 
[24]

Consultant Upper GI Surgeon

Winchester, SO22 5DG

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Upper GI Surgeon job (opens in a new
window)  [25]

Specialist committee member - Surgeon

Virtual, M1 4BT

Salary:

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9197-25-0544
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£1.00 to £300.00
Type:

Voluntary
Employer:

NICE – The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist committee member - Surgeon job (opens in
a new window)  [26]

Consultant Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeon

Northampton, NN1 5DB

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Northampton General Hospital

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeon job (opens in
a new window)  [27]

Consultant Head & Neck Surgeon

Guildford, GU2 7XX

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Royal Surrey NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Head & Neck Surgeon job (opens in a new
window)  [28]

Consultant Head & Neck Surgeon

Guildford, GU2 7XX

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Royal Surrey NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Head & Neck Surgeon job (opens in a new
window)  [28]

Consultant Oncoplastic Breast Surgeon

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/G9907-25-0078
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Northampton, NN1 5BD

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Northampton General Hospital

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Oncoplastic Breast Surgeon job (opens in a
new window)  [29]

Locum Consultant Spine Surgeon

Salisbury, SP2 8BJ

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Salisbury NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Spine Surgeon job (opens in a new
window)  [30]

Consultant Gastroenterologist/ Colorectal Surgeon

Manchester, M22 4DB

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Beacon Medical Services Group Ltd

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Gastroenterologist/ Colorectal Surgeon job
(opens in a new window)  [31]

Locum Consultant General Surgeon

Harrow, HA1 3UJ

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
London North West University Healthcare NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant General Surgeon job (opens in a
new window)  [32]

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9265-25-0256
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Substantive Consultant in Urology

Carlisle, CA2 7HY

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
North Cumbria Integrated Care NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Substantive Consultant in Urology job (opens in a new
window)  [33]

Urology Cancer Pathway Coordinator

Bath, BA1 3NG

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Urology Cancer Pathway Coordinator job (opens in a
new window)  [34]

Urology Senior Clinical Fellow

Tooting, SW17 0QT

Salary:
£61825.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
St George's University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Urology Senior Clinical Fellow job (opens in a new
window)  [35]

Urology Clinical Oncology Consultant

Sutton, SM2 5PT

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9262-25-0764
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Apply now on NHS Jobs for Urology Clinical Oncology Consultant job (opens in a
new window)  [36]

Locum Consultant Spinal Deformity Surgeon

Northfield, Birmingham, B31 2AP

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Spinal Deformity Surgeon job
(opens in a new window)  [37]

Fellowship-trained Foot & Ankle Surgeon

Sheffield, S11 8UX

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
One Health Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Fellowship-trained Foot & Ankle Surgeon job (opens in
a new window)  [38]

Consultant Hip and Knee Surgeon

Sheffield, S11 8UX

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
One Health Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Hip and Knee Surgeon job (opens in a new
window)  [39]

Consultant General Surgeon ( Upper GI )

Sheffield, S11 8UX

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9282-25-0504
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Employer:
One Health Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant General Surgeon ( Upper GI ) job (opens in
a new window)  [40]

Locum Consultant Oncoplastic Breast Surgeon

Liverpool, L7 8YE

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Liverpool University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Oncoplastic Breast Surgeon job
(opens in a new window)  [41]

Treatment Doctor / Surgeon - 15 hours

Birmingham, B30 1DB

Salary:
£101000.00 to £151000.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
British Pregnancy Advisory Service (BPAS)

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Treatment Doctor / Surgeon - 15 hours job (opens in a
new window)  [42]

Consultant General Surgeon ( Lower GI )

Sheffield, S11 8UX

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
One Health Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant General Surgeon ( Lower GI ) job (opens in
a new window)  [43]

Treatment Doctor / Surgeon - 7.5 hours

Reading, RG1 4QA

Salary:
£101000.00 to £151000.00

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0103-25-0026
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0103-25-0026
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Type:
Permanent

Employer:
British Pregnancy Advisory Service (BPAS)

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Treatment Doctor / Surgeon - 7.5 hours job (opens in a
new window)  [44]

Trust Doctor - Urology (ST1/2)

London, E1 1FR

Salary:
£41750.00 to £44159.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Barts Health NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Trust Doctor - Urology (ST1/2) job (opens in a new
window)  [45]

Registrar in Clinical Oncology - Urology

Sutton, SM2 5PT

Salary:
£61825.00 to £70425.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Registrar in Clinical Oncology - Urology job (opens in a
new window)  [46]

Ward Manager - Urology (Ward 8)

Middlesbrough, TS4 3BW

Salary:
£46148.00 to £52809.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
South Tees Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Ward Manager - Urology (Ward 8) job (opens in a new
window)  [47]

Consultant Clinical Oncologist in Urology

Sutton, SM2 5PT

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0201-MED-TOPS-REA-3
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Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Clinical Oncologist in Urology job (opens in
a new window)  [48]

Clinical Fellow (Core) in Urology

Cambridge, CB2 0QQ

Salary:
£49909.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Cambridge University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Clinical Fellow (Core) in Urology job (opens in a new
window)  [49]

Medical Oncology Consultant - Urological Malignancies

Oxford, OX3 7LJ

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Oncology Consultant - Urological
Malignancies job (opens in a new window)  [50]

Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon - Foot and Ankle

Shepton Mallet, BA4 4LP

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Practice Plus Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon - Foot and Ankle job
(opens in a new window)  [51]

Locum Consultant Oral & Maxillo Facial Surgeon

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9282-25-0503
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9282-25-0503
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London, E9 6SR

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Homerton Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Oral & Maxillo Facial Surgeon job
(opens in a new window)  [52]

Consultant ENT Head & Neck Cancer Surgeon

Rhyl, LL18 5UJ

Salary:
£106000.00 to £154760.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant ENT Head & Neck Cancer Surgeon job
(opens in a new window)  [53]

Consultant T&O - Brachial Plexus Surgeon

Bristol, BS105NB

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
North Bristol NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant T&O - Brachial Plexus Surgeon job (opens
in a new window)  [54]

Consultant Oncoplastic and Reconstructive Breast Surgeon

Wakefield, WF14DG

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Mid Yorkshire Teaching NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Oncoplastic and Reconstructive Breast
Surgeon job (opens in a new window)  [55]
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Senior Nursing Assistant in Paediatric Urology

Manchester, M13 9WL

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00

Type:
Secondment

Employer:
Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Nursing Assistant in Paediatric Urology job
(opens in a new window)  [56]

Resident Doctor ST1/2 (MN35), Urology

Watford, WD18 0HB

Salary:
£41750.00 to £54468.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
West Hertfordshire Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Resident Doctor ST1/2 (MN35), Urology job (opens in
a new window)  [57]

Consultant Clinical Oncologist - Urology and Skin

Bath, BA1 3NG

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Clinical Oncologist - Urology and Skin job
(opens in a new window)  [58]

Consultant Radiographer Acute Oncology Interest Urology
Radiotherapy

SHREWSBURY, SY3 8XQ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9349-25-1661
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The Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Radiographer Acute Oncology Interest
Urology Radiotherapy job (opens in a new window)  [59]

Consultant Clinical Oncologist- Special interest in Urology

Maidstone, ME16 9QQ

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Clinical Oncologist- Special interest in
Urology job (opens in a new window)  [60]

Substantive Consultant and Clinical Director in Urology

Carlisle, CA2 7HY

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
North Cumbria Integrated Care NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Substantive Consultant and Clinical Director in Urology
job (opens in a new window)  [61]

Deputy Team Leader Theatres - Gynae and Urology

York, YO31 8HE

Salary:
£38682.00 to £46580.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
York and Scarborough Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Deputy Team Leader Theatres - Gynae and Urology
job (opens in a new window)  [62]

Further information 

These organisations have further information about being a urologist, particularly as your
career progresses. Take a look.
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British Association of Urological Surgeons [63]

Joint Committee on Intercollegiate Examinations [64]

European Association of Urology [65]

Royal College of Surgeons [66]

Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh [67]

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow [68] 

Other roles that may interest you

Genitourinary medicine [69]

Renal medicine [70]

Community sexual and reproductive health  [71]

Ophthalmology [72]
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