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Renal medicine

Doctors in renal medicine (also known as nephrologists) diagnose and treat diseases of the
kidneys.

This could include inherited conditions like polycystic kidney disease (where cysts grow in both
kidneys), auto-immune disorders (where the body attacks its own tissues) and kidney tumours.

Life as a doctor in renal medicine

(cystinuria). You'll also see people with acute kidney injury (AKI) where only the kidney is
affected and where AKI is part of a multi-system failure for example from blood poisoning
(septicaemia).

As part of a multidiscplinary team, you’ll build relationships with and manage patients with end-
stage kidney failure who need long term care, sometimes over 10-20 years. Treatment will be
either by dialysis (removal of waste material from the blood of a patient with renal failure, using
an artificial kidney) or kidney transplantation. This work can be emotionally tough as patients
wait for a suitable transplant and very rewarding when surgery eventually takes place.

Your work will be highly varied and you'll be based in a renal unit in a district general or
university teaching hospital. Renal units typically have dedicated inpatient beds and some of
the larger UK units have over fifty beds. You'll deal with outpatient clinics covering general
cases and specialist transplant and dialysis patients. You will also see inpatients on renal
wards and in dialysis units. Outpatient clinic work is during traditional working hours and
trainees participate in on-call rotas to see inpatients. Nearly 80% of consultants are routinely
on-call at weekends.

How much can | earn?

You'll first earn a salary when you start your foundation training 1z after medical school. Find
out details of current salary ranges for foundation and specialty training, SAS doctors (3 and
consultants on the Pay for doctors (4 page.
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How about the benefits?

make a difference

flexible and part-time working

high income early in your career

work anywhere in the world

excellent pension scheme

good holiday entitlement

NHS discounts in shops and restaurants

Must-have skills?

¢ excellent communication skills to manage a wide range of relationships with colleagues,
and patients and their families?

emotional resilience, a calm temperament and the ability to work well under pressure?
teamwork and the capacity to lead multidisciplinary teams?

problem-solving and diagnostic skills?

outstanding?organisational?ability and effective decision-making skills?

first-class time and resource management for the benefit of patients?

Entry requirements

Your first step is medical school. Typically, you'll need excellent GCSEs and?three A or A*
passes at A level including chemistry for a five-year undergraduate degree in medicine. Many
medical schools also ask for biology and others may require?maths?or physics.

If you already have a degree, you could study for a four-year postgraduate degree in medicine.

You'll need to pass an interview and admissions test.?You’ll be asked to show how you
demonstrate the NHS values such as compassion and respect.

Some medical schools look to recruit a mix of students from different backgrounds and

geographical areas, so your educational and economic background and family circumstances
could be considered as part of your application.

What are my chances of starting a career in renal
medicine?

In 2021, there were 647 nephrologists working in the NHS in England. In 2020, there were 227
applications for 67 specialty training places.

How to become a doctor in renal medicine

After medical school, you'll join the paid two-year foundation?programme s1?where you'll work
in six placements in different settings.



https://foundationprogramme.nhs.uk/

After your foundation programme, you can apply for paid specialty training s to become a
doctor in renal medicine, which will take a minimum of seven years.

You may be able to train part time, for example for health reasons or if you have family or
caring responsibilities.

Where a career as a doctor in renal medicine can take you
You could:

academic nephrology
e teach medical students or postgraduate students in training
e get involved in research at universities, the NHS or private sector
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o Locum Consultant in Renal Medicine

Carlisle, CA2 7THY

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
North Cumbria Integrated Care NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant in Renal Medicine job (opens in a
new window) g

o Principal Clinical Pharmacist - Critical Care and Renal Medicine

Dartford, DA2 8DA

Salary:
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£48270.00 to £62626.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Dartford and Gravesham NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Principal Clinical Pharmacist - Critical Care and Renal
Medicine job (opens in a new window) (9

Renal Consultant

Salford, M6 8HD

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Northern Care Alliance NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Renal Consultant job (opens in a new window) [

Locum Renal Consultant

Birmingham, B9 5SS

Salary:
£109725.00 to £145478.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Renal Consultant job (opens in a new window)
[11]

Renal Support Worker

Nottingham, NG5 1PB

Salary:
£24071.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trusts
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Renal Support Worker job (opens in a new window) (12

Oncology & Renal Dietitian

Bury St Edmunds, IP33 2QZ

Salary:
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£47810.00 to £54710.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
West Suffolk NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Oncology & Renal Dietitian job (opens in a new

window) 3
Renal Youth Worker

Swansea, SA6 6NL

Salary:
£30420.00 to £37030.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Swansea Bay University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Renal Youth Worker job (opens in a new window) 4

Specialist Dietitian - Renal

Bangor, LL57 2PW

Salary:
£37898.00 to £45637.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Dietitian - Renal job (opens in a new

window) [is]
Renal Ward Clerk

Brighton, BN2 5BE

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust (279)
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Renal Ward Clerk job (opens in a new window) e

Healthcare Assistant - Renal Unit

Telford, TF3 3DD

Salary:
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£24465.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
The Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Healthcare Assistant - Renal Unit job (opens in a new

window) n7]

o Specialist Renal Pharmacist - Band 7

Bristol, BS10 5NB

Salary:
£47810.00 to £54710.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
North Bristol NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Renal Pharmacist - Band 7 job (opens in a
new window) s

o ST3+ Doctor - Acute Medicine

Hereford, HR1 2ER

Salary:
£61825.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Wye Valley NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for ST3+ Doctor - Acute Medicine job (opens in a new

window) (19

o Specialty Doctor Acute Medicine

Bournemouth, BH7 7DW

Salary:
£61542.00 to £99219.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals Dorset NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor Acute Medicine job (opens in a new

window) (2o

o Specialist Doctor in Elderly Medicine
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Wakefield, WF14DG

Salary:
£100870.00 to £111441.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Mid Yorkshire Teaching NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Doctor in Elderly Medicine job (opens in a
new window) 21

Specialty Doctor in Emergency Medicine

Slough, SL2 4HL

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Frimley Health NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Emergency Medicine job (opens in
a new window) 2z

Specialty Doctor in Stroke Medicine

Cwmbran, NP44 8YN

Salary:
£59727.00 to £95400.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Aneurin Bevan University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Stroke Medicine job (opens in a
new window) 23

Highly Specialist Renal Dietitian (Team Lead), Band 7

Gloucester, GL1 3NN

Salary:
£47810.00 to £54710.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Highly Specialist Renal Dietitian (Team Lead), Band 7
job (opens in a new window) 24
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o Fixed Term Speciality Doctor in Elderly Medicine

Worthing, West Sussex, BN11 2DH

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust (279)
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Fixed Term Speciality Doctor in Elderly Medicine job
(opens in a new window) [2s]

o Specialty Doctor in Acute and General Medicine

London, E11 1INR

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Barts Health NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Acute and General Medicine job
(opens in a new window) [26]

o Trust Doctor (ST4+ equivalent) in Emergency Medicine

Kingston upon Thames, KT2 7QB

Salary:
£44170.00 to £67610.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Kingston and Richmond NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Trust Doctor (ST4+ equivalent) in Emergency Medicine
job (opens in a new window) [27]

o Specialty Doctor in Emergency Medicine - CESR Rotations

Wakefield, WF14DG

Salary:
£61542.00 to £99216.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Mid Yorkshire Teaching NHS Trust
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Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Emergency Medicine - CESR
Rotations job (opens in a new window) [2s]

Senior Locally Employed Doctor in Reproductive Medicine

Manchester, M13 9WL

Salary:
£61825.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Locally Employed Doctor in Reproductive
Medicine job (opens in a new window) (29

Trust Doctor (ST1+ eqv) In Emergency Medicine

London, E13 8SL

Salary:
£41750.00 to £54468.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Barts Health NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Trust Doctor (ST1+ eqv) In Emergency Medicine job
(opens in a new window) [so]

Trust Doctor (ST4+ equivalent) in Emergency Medicine

Kingston upon Thames, KT2 7QB

Salary:
£44170.00 to £67610.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Kingston and Richmond NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Trust Doctor (ST4+ equivalent) in Emergency Medicine
job (opens in a new window) sy

Trust Doctor (ST4+ equivalent) in Emergency Medicine

London, E13 8SL

Salary:
£49559.00 to £54468.00

Type:
Fixed-Term
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Employer:

Barts Health NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Trust Doctor (ST4+ equivalent) in Emergency Medicine
job (opens in a new window) [z

Locally Employed Doctor in Emergency Medicine ST4+

Carlisle, CA2 7THY

Salary:
£61825.00 to £70425.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
North Cumbria Integrated Care NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locally Employed Doctor in Emergency Medicine ST4+
job (opens in a new window) (s3]

Trust Doctor (ST1/2 level) in Acute Medicine

London, E11 INR

Salary:
£41750.00 to £44159.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Barts Health NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Trust Doctor (ST1/2 level) in Acute Medicine job
(opens in a new window) 34

Trust Doctor/Fellow POCUS and SDEC (Acute Medicine)

Guildford, GU2 7XX

Salary:
£52656.00 to £65048.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Royal Surrey NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Trust Doctor/Fellow POCUS and SDEC (Acute
Medicine) job (opens in a new window) ss)

Rotational Senior Trust Doctor Post in Emergency Medicine

London, E9 6SR

Salary:
£41750.00 to £64288.00
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Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Homerton Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Rotational Senior Trust Doctor Post in Emergency
Medicine job (opens in a new window) (e

o Locally Employed Doctor (Higher) in Emergency Medicine - HGS
sites

Birmingham, B9 5SS
Sutton Coldfield, B75 7RR

Salary:
£65048.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locally Employed Doctor (Higher) in Emergency
Medicine - HGS sites job (opens in a new window) 37]

o Trust Doctor in Neonatal Medicine (ST 4-8 level)

London, E1 1FR

Salary:
£49559.00 to £59377.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Barts Health NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Trust Doctor in Neonatal Medicine (ST 4-8 level) job
(opens in a new window) [sg]

o Dermatology Doctor

Swindon, SN3 3RB

Salary:
£550.00
Type:
Bank
Employer:
CHEC
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window) ([sg

o Dermatology Doctor
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Wandsworth, SW18 4WW

Salary:
£550.00
Type:
Bank
Employer:
CHEC
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window) [

ENT Doctor

Worthing, BN11 3BN

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Bank
Employer:
CHEC
Apply now on NHS Jobs for ENT Doctor job (opens in a new window) (1

Dermatology Doctor

London, SE14 6BL

Salary:
£550.00
Type:
Bank
Employer:
CHEC
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window) 4z

Specialty Doctor

London, UB1 3EU

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
West London NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor job (opens in a new window) [43]

Hospice Doctor

SCARBOROUGH, YO12 5RE


https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0123-25-0230
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Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Saint Catherine’s Hospice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Hospice Doctor job (opens in a new window) 44

ENT Doctor

Canterbury, CT1 1BN

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Bank
Employer:
CHEC
Apply now on NHS Jobs for ENT Doctor job (opens in a new window) (s

Dermatology Doctor

Slough, SL1 2EJ

Salary:
£550.00
Type:
Bank
Employer:
CHEC
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window) e

Dermatology Doctor

Slough, SL1 2EJ

Salary:
£550.00
Type:
Bank
Employer:
CHEC
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window) 47

Specialty Doctor

Kewstoke, BS22 9UZ

Salary:
£90000.00 to £90000.00


https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0042-25-0027
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0123-25-0212
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Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Cygnet Health Care
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor job (opens in a new window) [4s]

Dermatology Doctor

Leicester, LE1 2BU

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
CHEC
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window) a9

Specialty Doctor

London, SE5 8UH

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Guy's and St Thomas' NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor job (opens in a new window) (s

Dermatology Doctor

Canterbury, CT1 1BN

Salary:
£550.00
Type:
Bank
Employer:
CHEC
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window) (s

Consultation Doctor

Manchester, M1 1EX

Salary:
£49.82

Type:
Permanent


https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0233-25-1495
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0123-25-0235
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Employer:
NUPAS Ltd
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultation Doctor job (opens in a new window) sz

Specialty Doctor

Gloucester, GL1 5UA

Salary:
£83224.00 to £83224.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Cygnet Health Care
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor job (opens in a new window) (s3]

Dermatology Doctor

Worthing, BN11 3BN

Salary:
£550.00
Type:
Bank
Employer:
CHEC
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window) (s

Consultation Doctor

Manchester, M1 1EX

Salary:
£49.82
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
NUPAS Ltd
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultation Doctor job (opens in a new window) ss)

Consultation Doctor

Manchester, M1 1EX

Salary:

£49.82
Type:

Permanent
Employer:

NUPAS Ltd


https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0169-25-0037
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Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultation Doctor job (opens in a new window) se

o Salaried GP (Doctor)

London, N1 5HZ

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Lawson Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Salaried GP (Doctor) job (opens in a new window) [s7

o Specialty Doctor Ophthalmology

Shoreham by Sea, BN43 6TQ

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust (279)
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor Ophthalmology job (opens in a new

window) (ss

o Specialist Doctor - Urology

Lancaster, LA14RP

Salary:
£96990.00 to £107155.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals of Morecambe Bay NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Doctor - Urology job (opens in a new

window) [so

o Perioperative Medical Doctor

Shepton Mallet, BA4 4LP

Salary:

Negotiable
Type:

Permanent
Employer:

Practice Plus Group


https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0169-25-0034
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A1798-25-0001
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Apply now on NHS Jobs for Perioperative Medical Doctor job (opens in a new

window) [eo]

Urgent Care Doctor

London, NW8 9NH

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Hospital of St John and St Elizabeth
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Urgent Care Doctor job (opens in a new window) (s

Specialty Doctor (MC75)

Leeds, LS7 4SA

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Leeds Teaching Hospitals
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor (MC75) job (opens in a new window)

(62]
Specialty Doctor Anaesthetics

Dorchester, DT1 2JY

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Dorset County Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor Anaesthetics job (opens in a new

window) (s3]

Resident Doctor Paediatrics

London, W1W 5AH

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:


https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0314-25-2999
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HCA Healthcare UK
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Resident Doctor Paediatrics job (opens in a new

window) (e

. Further information

These organisations have further information about being a doctor in renal medicine,
particularly as your career progresses. Take a look.

Royal College of Physicians s

Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh se)

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow [s7]

Renal Association [es

And hear from people working as renal medicine doctors.

Rosie Donne, consultant in renal medicine (RCP) (s9]

Dr lain Drummond — ST6, renal medicine [7q

Other roles that may interest you

General internal medicine 7y
Intensive care medicine 72
Rheumatology (73

Cardiologist (74

Source URL:https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/doctors/roles-doctors/medicine/renal-
medicine?field field role=509&page=3
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