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Medical oncology

Medical oncologists are doctors who diagnose, assess, treat and manage patients with
cancers.

Your goal is to provide the best possible outcomes for your cancer patients, whether that's a
cure or palliative care.

Life as a medical oncologist

Your goal is to provide the best possible outcomes for your cancer patients, whether that's a
cure or palliative care. Whatever the case, you'll provide treatment and counselling to your
patients and their families.

Clinical research is an important part of your role and clinical care, clinical trials, laboratory and
translational cancer research will be part of your training.

You'll be expected to advise your patients on all aspects of their treatment including surgery

Your work will include:

diagnosing cancers

discussing treatment options with patients

arranging and supervising drug treatment and therapies including the management of
any complications

supporting patients and overseeing their care, including after-treatment care

You'll treat a wide variety of patients from those with localised or metastatic (secondary)
tumours to others who will benefit from additional treatment after surgery.

You'll work as part of a multidisciplinary team, often in partnership with a clinical oncologist,

which separates the role from medical oncologists who use non-radiological treatments.

You'll treat conditions such as:
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colorectal (s cancer

breast cancer

lung cancer

upper gastrointestinal (Gl) cancer

ovarian cancer

tumours of the kidney (urological cancers)
leukaemia

melanoma

How much can | earn?

You'll first earn a salary when you start your foundation training 4 after medical school. Find
out details of current salary ranges for foundation and specialty training, SAS doctors 51 and
consultants on the Pay for doctors (6] page.

How about the benefits?

make a difference

flexible and part-time working

high income early in your career

work anywhere in the world

excellent pension scheme

good holiday entitlement

NHS discounts in shops and restaurants

Must-have skills

excellent communication skills to manage a wide range of relationships with colleagues,
and patients and their families

emotional resilience, a calm temperament and the ability to work well under pressure
teamwork and the capacity to lead multidisciplinary teams

problem-solving and diagnostic skills

outstanding organisational ability and effective decision-making skills

first-class time and resource management for the benefit of patients

Entry requirements

Your first step is medical school. Typically, you'll need excellent GCSEs and three A or A*
passes at A level including chemistry for a five-year undergraduate degree in medicine. Many
medical schools also ask for biology and others may require maths or physics.

If you already have a degree, you could study for a four-year postgraduate degree in
medicine.

You'll need to pass an interview and admissions test. You'll be asked to show how you
demonstrate the NHS values such as compassion and respect.
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Some medical schools look to recruit a mix of students from different backgrounds and
geographical areas, so your educational and economic background and family circumstances
could be considered as part of your application.

What are my chances of starting a career as a medical
oncologist?

There are approximately 485 medical oncologists working in the NHS in England. In 2020,
there were 185 applications for 39 specialty training places.

How to become a medical oncologist

After medical school, you'll join the paid two-year foundation programme 71 where you’ll work in
six placements in different settings.

After your foundation programme, you can apply for paid specialty training s) to become a
medical oncologist, which will take a minimum of six years.

You may be able to train part time, for example for health reasons or if you have family or
caring responsibilities.

Where a career as a medical oncologist can take you

specialise in one to three tumour types including:

e gastrointestinal tract cancers

e urological cancers

e cancers of the blood and lymphatic system
e cancers of the female reproductive system

Some medical oncologists also develop interests in:

cancers

You'll also have opportunities to conduct research and teach.
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o Consultant Medical Oncologist Lung

Brighton, BN2 5BE

Salary:
£99532.00 to £131964.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust (279)
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist Lung job (opens in a
new window) 14

o LOCUM Consultant Medical Oncologist

Torquay, TQ2 7AA

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Torbay and South Devon NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for LOCUM Consultant Medical Oncologist job (opens in a
new window) (s

o Locum Consultant in Clinical Oncology/Medical Oncology

Coventry, CV2 2DX

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Locum
Employer:
University Hospitals Coventry and Warwickshire NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant in Clinical Oncology/Medical
Oncology job (opens in a new window) (16
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o Consultant Medical Oncologist (PENDING RCP APPROVAL)

Romford, RM7 OAG

Salary:

£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:

Permanent
Employer:

Barking, Havering and Redbridge University Hospitals NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist (PENDING RCP
APPROVAL) job (opens in a new window) n7]

o Consultant in Medical Oncology

Exeter, EX2 5DW

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Medical Oncology job (opens in a new

window) [ig

o Consultant in Medical Oncology

York, YO31 8HE

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
York and Scarborough Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Medical Oncology job (opens in a new

window) (19

o Medical Secretary Oncology

Canterbury, CT1 3NG

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust
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Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary Oncology job (opens in a new

window) (2o

Medical Secretary - Oncology

SWINDON, SN3 3TQ

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Great Western Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary - Oncology job (opens in a new

window) (21

Consultant Medical Oncology - Uro-Oncology and AOS

Sutton, SM2 5PT

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncology - Uro-Oncology and AOS
job (opens in a new window) (22

Consultant Medical Oncologist - Gynae/Colorectal/anyother
tumour site

Shrewsbury, SY3 8XQ

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist -
Gynae/Colorectal/anyother tumour site job (opens in a new window) |23

Senior Clinical Fellow in Medical Oncology

London, SE1 9RT

Salary:
£70425.00

Type:
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Fixed-Term
Employer:

Guy's and St Thomas' NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Clinical Fellow in Medical Oncology job (opens
in a new window) 24

Locum Medical or Clinical Oncology Consultant

Northampton, NN1 5BD

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Northampton General Hospital
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Medical or Clinical Oncology Consultant job
(opens in a new window) s

Consultant Clinical Oncologist — Haematological Oncology &
Thyroid

London, NW1 2PG

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University College London Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Clinical Oncologist — Haematological
Oncology & Thyroid job (opens in a new window) (2e]

Consultant Clinical Oncologist — Neuro Oncology and Thyroid

Bristol, BS2 8ED

Salary:

£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:

Permanent
Employer:

University Hospitals Bristol and Weston NHS Foundation Trust (UHBW)
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Clinical Oncologist — Neuro Oncology and
Thyroid job (opens in a new window) [27]

Medical Secretary/Higher Medical Secretary

Middlesbrough, TS4 3BW
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Salary:
£24625.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
South Tees Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary/Higher Medical Secretary job
(opens in a new window) [2s]

o Medical Secretary/Higher Medical Secretary

Middlesbrough, TS4 3BW

Salary:
£24625.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
South Tees Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary/Higher Medical Secretary job
(opens in a new window) |29

o Emergency Medical Technician - Acute Medical Services

Stevenage, SG1 4AB

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
East and North Hertfordshire Teaching NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Emergency Medical Technician - Acute Medical
Services job (opens in a new window) (3o

o PA / Medical Secretary to the Medical Director

Sketty, Cockett, Swansea, SA2 OGH

Salary:
£26928.00 to £29551.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Swansea Bay University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for PA / Medical Secretary to the Medical Director job
(opens in a new window) 1

o Head of Medical Workforce and Medical Education
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Reading, RG30 4EJ

Salary:
£74290.00 to £85601.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Berkshire Healthcare Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Head of Medical Workforce and Medical Education job
(opens in a new window) [s2]

Medical Receptionist

Cannock, WS11 9SE

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Norton Canes Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) (33

Medical Receptionist

Stockport, SK7 3EP
Stockport, SK3 8DN

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Bramhall & Shaw Heath Medical Group
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 4

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST

London, W13 9NZ

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Gordon House Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST job (opens in a new

window) [ss)
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o Medical Secretary

Derby, DE21 6LA

Salary:
£25447.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Park Medical Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (sg]

o Medical Director

Nantgarw, CF15 7QQ

Salary:
£155963.00 to £167079.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Health Education and Improvement Wales
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Director job (opens in a nhew window) [s7]

o Medical Secretary

Sheffield, S10 2SJ

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) [ss]

o Medical Secretary

Yeovil, BA21 4AT

Salary:
£24071.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Somerset NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (39
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o Medical Secretary

Telford, TF3 4LY

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Teldoc
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) 4o

o Medical Secretary

Carlisle, Cumbria, CA2 7HY

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
North Cumbria Integrated Care NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) a1

o Medical Secretary

Totnes, TQ9 5JA

Salary:
£12.65
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Leatside Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) 4z

o Medical Receptionist

London, NW10 5UY

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Primary Care Management Solutions Ltd
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) [43
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o Medical Secretary

Totnes, TQ9 5JA

Salary:
£12.65
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Leatside Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) 42

o Medical Receptionist

London, NW10 5UY

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Primary Care Management Solutions Ltd
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 3]

o Medical Receptionist

Bradford, BD1 3LS

Salary:
£23830.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Bevan Community Benefit Society
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) a4

o Medical Examiner

Bradford,, BD9 6RJ

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Bradford Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Examiner job (opens in a new window) (ss]
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o Medical Secretary

Rugby, CV21 2AW

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Coventry and Warwickshire Partnership Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) s

o Medical Administrator

Stafford, ST17 9LY

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Rising Brook Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Administrator job (opens in a new window) 47

o Medical Secretary

Sheffield, S10 2TH

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Sheffield Children’s NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) s

o Medical Receptionist

Cannock, WS11 9SE

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Norton Canes Health Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) [4g



https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9444-25-0239
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A0882-25-0003
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9425-25-0222
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A5819-25-0000

o Medical Receptionist

London, NW3 1NR

Salary:
£13.15
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Keats Group Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) o

o Medical Secretary

Warrington, WAS5 1QG

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Warrington and Halton Teaching Hospitals NHSFT
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (s

o Medical Receptionist

Oldham, OL2 6QW

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Royton and Crompton family practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) sz

o Medical Secretary

Devizes, SN10 2BU

Salary:
£12.53
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Lansdowne Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) ([s3
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o Medical Receptionist

Bexhill-on-sea, TN39 4SP
Bexhill-on-sea, TN40 2HG

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Little Common Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) s4

o Medical Secretary

Carlisle, Cumbria, CA2 7HY

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
North Cumbria Integrated Care NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (ss]

o Medical Receptionist

Birmingham, B45 8NF

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Barnt Green Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) se

o Medical Receptionist

London, NW10 5UY

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Primary Care Management Solutions Ltd
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) [s7]
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o Medical Receptionist

Warrington, WAS OLU

Salary:
£12.31
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Folly Lane Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) ss)

o Medical Administrator

Rickmansworth, WD3 3HD
Rickmansworth, WD3 3LG

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
New Road Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Administrator job (opens in a new window) (s

o Medical Secretary

Nuneaton, CV11 5HX

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Coventry and Warwickshire Partnership Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (so]

o Medical Secretary

Llangefni, LL77 7PP

Salary:
£24433.00 to £26060.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) [e1
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o Medical Secretary

Maidenhead, SL6 6EL

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Symons Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (s

o Medical Secretary

Swansea, SA2 8QA

Salary:
£26928.00 to £29551.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Swansea Bay University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (s3]

o Medical Receptionist

High Wycombe, HP135DN

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Primary Care Management Solutions Ltd
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) e4]

o Medical Receptionist

Barnsley, S70 4ANW
Barnsley, S7T05NZ

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Kakoty Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) (e
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o Medical Secretary

Durham, DH1 5TW

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
County Durham & Darlington NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (ss]

o Medical Receptionist

Huddersfield, HD7 5AB

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Slaithwaite Health Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 7]

o Medical Secretary

Bournemouth, BH8 8DE

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Shelley Manor & Holdenhurst Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (e

o Medical Receptionist

London, NW8 0AG

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Abbey Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) [s9
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o Medical Receptionist

Crook, DL15 9HU

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
NHS North Of England Commissioning Support Unit
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) (7o

o Medical Receptionist

Washington, NE37 2PU
Washington, NE37 2PU

Salary:
£23874.96
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Stephenson Medical Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 71

. Further information

particularly as your career progresses. Take a look.

Royal College of Physicians (Joint Collegiate Council for Oncology) (72

Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh 73

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow (74

Association of Cancer Physicians [7s)

Cancer therapeutics: medical oncology with clinical pharmacology (BMJ) (76]

Other roles that may interest you

¢ Palliative medicine 77
e Gastroenterology (7s)
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e General practitioner 79
e Experienced paramedic so
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