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Medical oncology

Medical oncologists are doctors who diagnose, assess, treat and manage patients with
cancers.

Your goal is to provide the best possible outcomes for your cancer patients, whether that’s a
cure or palliative care.

Life as a medical oncologist 

Your goal is to provide the best possible outcomes for your cancer patients, whether that’s a
cure or palliative care. Whatever the case, you’ll provide treatment and counselling to your
patients and their families. 

Clinical research is an important part of your role and clinical care, clinical trials, laboratory and
translational cancer research will be part of your training.  

You’ll be expected to advise your patients on all aspects of their treatment including surgery
and radiotherapy [1] as well as having the skills to administer systemic therapies. 

Your work will include: 

diagnosing cancers 
discussing treatment options with patients 
arranging and supervising drug treatment and therapies including the management of
any complications 
supporting patients and overseeing their care, including after-treatment care 

You’ll treat a wide variety of patients from those with localised or metastatic (secondary)
tumours to others who will benefit from additional treatment after surgery. 

You’ll work as part of a multidisciplinary team, often in partnership with a clinical oncologist,
who will treat cancer patients using a combination of chemotherapy [2] and radiotherapy [1],
which separates the role from medical oncologists who use non-radiological treatments. 

You’ll treat conditions such as: 
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colorectal [3] cancer 
breast cancer 
lung cancer 
upper gastrointestinal (GI) cancer 
ovarian cancer 
tumours of the kidney (urological cancers) 
leukaemia 
melanoma 

How much can I earn? 

You’ll first earn a salary when you start your foundation training [4] after medical school.  Find
out details of current salary ranges for foundation and specialty training, SAS doctors [5] and
consultants on the Pay for doctors [6] page. 

How about the benefits? 

make a difference 
flexible and part-time working 
high income early in your career   
work anywhere in the world   
excellent pension scheme 
good holiday entitlement 
NHS discounts in shops and restaurants 

Must-have skills 

excellent communication skills to manage a wide range of relationships with colleagues,
and patients and their families  
emotional resilience, a calm temperament and the ability to work well under pressure  
teamwork and the capacity to lead multidisciplinary teams  
problem-solving and diagnostic skills  
outstanding organisational ability and effective decision-making skills  
first-class time and resource management for the benefit of patients  

Entry requirements 

Your first step is medical school. Typically, you’ll need excellent GCSEs and three A or A*
passes at A level including chemistry for a five-year undergraduate degree in medicine. Many
medical schools also ask for biology and others may require maths or physics.  

If you already have a degree, you could study for a four-year postgraduate degree in
medicine. 

You’ll need to pass an interview and admissions test. You’ll be asked to show how you
demonstrate the NHS values such as compassion and respect.  
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Some medical schools look to recruit a mix of students from different backgrounds and
geographical areas, so your educational and economic background and family circumstances
could be considered as part of your application. 

What are my chances of starting a career as a medical
oncologist? 

There are approximately 485 medical oncologists working in the NHS in England. In 2020,
there were 185 applications for 39 specialty training places. 

How to become a medical oncologist 

After medical school, you’ll join the paid two-year foundation programme [7] where you’ll work in
six placements in different settings.  

After your foundation programme, you can apply for paid specialty training [8] to become a
medical oncologist, which will take a minimum of six years.  

You may be able to train part time, for example for health reasons or if you have family or
caring responsibilities. 

Where a career as a medical oncologist can take you 

At the end of your training, you’ll be awarded a CCT [9] (certificate of completion of training [10]).
You can apply for consultant roles six months prior to receiving your CCT [9]. 

There is no CCT [9] sub-specialty for medical oncology [11], but most medical oncologists
specialise in one to three tumour types including: 

gastrointestinal tract cancers 
urological cancers 
cancers of the blood and lymphatic system 
cancers of the female reproductive system 

Some medical oncologists also develop interests in: 

paediatric oncology [11] (diagnosis and treatment of cancer in children) 
palliative care (for patients whose illness cannot be cured) 
the study and application of imaging technologies, such ultrasound [12], Computed
Tomography (CT) Computed Axial Tomography, nuclear medicine, Positron Emission
Tomography (PET) and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) [13] to diagnose or treat
cancers 

You’ll also have opportunities to conduct research and teach. 
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Consultant Medical Oncologist - Acute Oncology and GI

Sutton, SM2 5PT

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist - Acute Oncology and
GI job (opens in a new window)  [14]

Consultant Medical Oncologist

Basingstoke, RG24 9NA

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist job (opens in a new
window)  [15]

Locum Consultant Medical Oncologist

Poole, BH152JB

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
University Hospitals Dorset NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Medical Oncologist job (opens in a
new window)  [16]
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Medical Oncology Consultant

Milton Keynes, MK6 5LD

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Milton Keynes University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Oncology Consultant job (opens in a new
window)  [17]

Consultant in Medical Oncology - Melanoma

London, SE1 9RT

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Guy's and St Thomas' NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Medical Oncology - Melanoma job
(opens in a new window)  [18]

Consultant in Medical Oncology (Breast)

Leeds, LS9 7TF

Salary:
£109725.00 to £145478.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Leeds Teaching Hospitals

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Medical Oncology (Breast) job (opens in
a new window)  [19]

Locum Consultant Medical Oncologist Special interest in Breast

Maidstone, ME16 9QQ

Salary:
£109725.00 to £145478.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9430-25-0505
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Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Medical Oncologist Special interest
in Breast job (opens in a new window)  [20]

Consultant Medical Oncologist- Breast and Lung GOLDEN HELLO

Nottingham, NG5 1PB

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trusts

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist- Breast and Lung
GOLDEN HELLO job (opens in a new window)  [21]

Oncology Senior Medical Secretary

Bangor, LL57 2PW

Salary:
£27898.00 to £30615.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Oncology Senior Medical Secretary job (opens in a
new window)  [22]

Consultant in Clinical or Medical Oncology

Reading, RG1 5AN

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Royal Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Clinical or Medical Oncology job (opens
in a new window)  [23]

Consultant Medical Oncologist- Renal, Melanoma and CUP
GOLDEN HELLO

Nottingham, NG5 1PB

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
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Permanent
Employer:

Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trusts
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist- Renal, Melanoma and
CUP GOLDEN HELLO job (opens in a new window)  [24]

Medical Secretary, Band 3 - Oncology

Cheltenham, GL53 7AN

Salary:
£24937.00 to £26598.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary, Band 3 - Oncology job (opens in a
new window)  [25]

Senior Medical Secretary Haematology / Oncology

Harrogate, HG2 7SX

Salary:
£27485.00 to £30162.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Harrogate and District NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Medical Secretary Haematology / Oncology job
(opens in a new window)  [26]

Consultant Medical Oncologist in Renal Cancers and Melanoma
(10 PAs)

Newcastle upon Tyne, NE7 7DN

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist in Renal Cancers and
Melanoma (10 PAs) job (opens in a new window)  [27]

Consultant in Medical Oncology with Clinical Lead
Responsibilities
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Harrow, HA1 3UJ

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
London North West University Healthcare NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Medical Oncology with Clinical Lead
Responsibilities job (opens in a new window)  [28]

Locum Consultant in Medical Oncology, Breast & Gynaecological
Cancer

Tooting, SW17 0QT

Salary:
£109725.00 to £145478.00

Type:
Locum

Employer:
St George's University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant in Medical Oncology, Breast &
Gynaecological Cancer job (opens in a new window)  [29]

Training Programme Director for Medical Oncology (East
Midlands)

Leicester, LE3 8RA

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Secondment

Employer:
NHS England

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Training Programme Director for Medical Oncology
(East Midlands) job (opens in a new window)  [30]

Consultant - Medical Oncology Post 1 HPB & HCC / Post 2 HPB &
NET

London, SE1 9RT

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Guy's and St Thomas' NHS Foundation Trust

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9337-25-2789
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Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant - Medical Oncology Post 1 HPB & HCC /
Post 2 HPB & NET job (opens in a new window)  [31]

Medical Photographer/Trainee Medical Photographer

317 02 Royal Victoria Infirmary, NE1 4LP

Salary:
£31049.00 to £37796.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Photographer/Trainee Medical Photographer
job (opens in a new window)  [32]

Oakley Medical Practice Medical Secretary / Administrator

Leeds, LS11 5HT

Salary:
£12.48

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
South and East Leeds GP Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Oakley Medical Practice Medical Secretary /
Administrator job (opens in a new window)  [33]

Medical Secretary

Sleaford, NG34 7HD

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Sleaford Medical Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [34]

Medical Receptionist

Yarm, TS15 9DD

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
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Yarm Medical Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [35]

Medical Receptionist

Wakefield, WF3 4HS

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Stanley Health Centre

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [36]

Medical Receptionist

Brampton, CA8 1NL

Salary:
£23875.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Brampton Medical Practice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [37]

Medical Administrator

Exeter, EX3 0EN

Salary:
£12.35 to £12.75

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Topsham Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Administrator job (opens in a new window)  [38]

Medical Administrator

Wilmslow, SK9 1PA

Salary:
£12.42 to £12.92

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Kenmore Medical Centre

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Administrator job (opens in a new window)  [39]

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A2834-25-0002
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A4132-25-0004
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https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A1547-25-0004


Medical Receptionist

Stockton, TS18 1TW
Stockton-on-tees, TS16 9EA

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Hartlepool & Stockton Health [H&SH]

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [40]

Medical Receptionist

Tredegar, NP22 3NG

Salary:
£12.21

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Glan-Yr-Afon Surgery Ltd

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [41]

Medical Receptionist

Sunderland, SR4 7XF

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Hylton Medical Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [42]

Medical Receptionist

London, SW16 2XT

Salary:
£12.55

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Valley Road Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [43]

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0524-25-0029
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A4342-25-0001
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Medical Receptionist

London, SW16 2XT

Salary:
£12.55

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Valley Road Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [43]

Medical Secretary

Southport, PR8 6PN

Salary:
£27485.00 to £30162.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Mersey and West Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [44]

Medical Receptionist

Croydon, CR0 6AH

Salary:
£12.21

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Stovell House Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [45]

Medical Secretary

Huddersfield, HD1 4TS

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Paddock and Longwood Family Practice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [46]

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A2421-25-0001
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9409-25-0655
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Medication Officer

Grimsby, DN34 5UX

Salary:
£24100.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Care Plus Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medication Officer job (opens in a new window)  [47]

Medical Receptionist

Brighouse, HD6 3HT

Salary:
£12.21 to £12.30

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Longroyde Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [48]

Medical Secretary

Rochdale, OL16 4PZ

Salary:
£24585.00 to £25934.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Springhill Hospice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [49]

Medical Receptionist

London, W10 6DZ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Primary Care Management Solutions Ltd

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [50]

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B9814-25-193
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A4466-25-0003
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Medical Coder

Bicester, OX26 6HT

Salary:
£13.35

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Montgomery - House Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Coder job (opens in a new window)  [51]

Medical Secretary

Ipswich, IP9 2QS

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Primary Care Careers

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [52]

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST

Ceredigion, SY23 3DU

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Meddygfa Padarn Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST job (opens in a new
window)  [53]

Medical Receptionist

Pudsey, LS28 5DL
Pudsey, LS28 6PE

Salary:
£12.21

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
West Leeds Family Practice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [54]

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A5601-25-0005
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/M0038-25-1153
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Medical Receptionist

Birmingham, B32 3LE

Salary:
£12.22

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Jiggins Lane Medical Centre

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [55]

Medical Secretary

Aldridge Walsall, WS9 8AJ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Northgate Practice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [56]

Medical Secretary

Preston, PR1 6TD

Salary:
£27485.00 to £30162.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Lancashire & South Cumbria NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [57]

Medical Secretary

Doncaster, DN6 0HZ
Mexborough, S64 9AE
Doncaster, DN12 4AB
Doncaster, DN12 3JW

Salary:
£13.00 to £13.50

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
AMP Group Practice

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A3067-25-0000
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A2076-25-0005
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9351-25-0692


Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [58]

Medical Secretary

Milton Keynes, MK113LL

Salary:
£12.21

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Watling Street Network PCN

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [59]

Medical Receptionist

London, NW2 5HA

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Staverton Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [60]

Medical Secretary

Crowborough, TN6 1DL

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Saxonbury House Medical Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [61]

Medical Receptionist

Cinderford, GL14 2NX
Westbury on Severn, GL14 1PF
Ruardean, GL17 9US

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Forest Health Care

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A1885-25-0031
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0292-25-0010
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A3540-25-0002
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A4844-25-0005


Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [62]

Medical Receptionist

Wrexham, LL13 8DB

Salary:
£12.21

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
St Georges Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [63]

Medical Receptionist

Cinderford, GL14 2NX
Westbury on Severn, GL14 1PF
Ruardean, GL17 9US

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Forest Health Care

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [62]

Medical Secretary

Gateshead, NE11 0QD

Salary:
£12.75

Type:
Bank

Employer:
Community Based Care Workforce Solutions LTD

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [64]

Medical Secretary

Leigh on Sea, SS9 2SQ

Salary:
£12.21

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Primary Care Careers

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A4580-25-0011
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A5731-25-0002
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A4580-25-0011
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/M0065-25-0009


Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [65]

Medical administrator

Birmingham, B31 5ER
Birmingham, B45 0EU

Salary:
£12.21

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Hollymoor Medical Centre

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical administrator job (opens in a new window)  [66]

Medical Secretary

Bodelwyddan, LL18 5UJ

Salary:
£25313.00 to £26999.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [67]

Medical Receptionist

Glastonbury, BA6 9LP

Salary:
£12.43

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Glastonbury Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window)  [68]

Medical Secretary

Deal, CT14 9LF

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
St Richard’s Road Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [69]

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/M0038-25-1095
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A5572-25-0000
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/H9050-25-2266
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A3091-25-0008
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A3703-25-0001


Medical Secretary

Northallerton, DL7 8AW

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Mayford House Surgery

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window)  [70]

Medical Administrator

Portsmouth, PO5 1AT
Southsea, PO4 9EH

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Lighthouse Group Practice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Administrator job (opens in a new window)  [71]

Further information 

These organisations have further information about being a medical oncology [11] doctor,
particularly as your career progresses. Take a look.

Royal College of Physicians (Joint Collegiate Council for Oncology) [72]

Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh [73]

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow [74]

Association of Cancer Physicians [75]

And hear from people working in medical oncology [11]:

Cancer therapeutics: medical oncology with clinical pharmacology (BMJ) [76]

Other roles that may interest you

Palliative medicine [77]

Gastroenterology [78]

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A0759-25-0005
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A0585-25-0007
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/glossary#Oncology
http://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/
http://www.rcpe.ac.uk/
http://www.rcpsg.ac.uk
http://www.cancerphysicians.org.uk/
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/glossary#Oncology
http://careers.bmj.com/careers/advice/view-article.html?id=1460
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/doctors/roles-doctors/medicine/palliative-medicine
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/doctors/roles-doctors/medicine/gastroenterology


General practitioner [79]

Knowledge and library services [80]

Source URL:https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/doctors/roles-doctors/medicine/medical-
oncology?field_field_role=546&page=14&destination=/my-account/my-bookmarks/225
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