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Medical oncology

Medical oncologists are doctors who diagnose, assess, treat and manage patients with
cancers.

Your goal is to provide the best possible outcomes for your cancer patients, whether that's a
cure or palliative care.

Life as a medical oncologist

Your goal is to provide the best possible outcomes for your cancer patients, whether that's a
cure or palliative care. Whatever the case, you'll provide treatment and counselling to your
patients and their families.

Clinical research is an important part of your role and clinical care, clinical trials, laboratory and
translational cancer research will be part of your training.

You'll be expected to advise your patients on all aspects of their treatment including surgery

Your work will include:

diagnosing cancers

discussing treatment options with patients

arranging and supervising drug treatment and therapies including the management of
any complications

supporting patients and overseeing their care, including after-treatment care

You'll treat a wide variety of patients from those with localised or metastatic (secondary)
tumours to others who will benefit from additional treatment after surgery.

You'll work as part of a multidisciplinary team, often in partnership with a clinical oncologist,

which separates the role from medical oncologists who use non-radiological treatments.

You'll treat conditions such as:
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colorectal (s cancer

breast cancer

lung cancer

upper gastrointestinal (Gl) cancer

ovarian cancer

tumours of the kidney (urological cancers)
leukaemia

melanoma

How much can | earn?

You'll first earn a salary when you start your foundation training 4 after medical school. Find
out details of current salary ranges for foundation and specialty training, SAS doctors 51 and
consultants on the Pay for doctors (6] page.

How about the benefits?

make a difference

flexible and part-time working

high income early in your career

work anywhere in the world

excellent pension scheme

good holiday entitlement

NHS discounts in shops and restaurants

Must-have skills

excellent communication skills to manage a wide range of relationships with colleagues,
and patients and their families

emotional resilience, a calm temperament and the ability to work well under pressure
teamwork and the capacity to lead multidisciplinary teams

problem-solving and diagnostic skills

outstanding organisational ability and effective decision-making skills

first-class time and resource management for the benefit of patients

Entry requirements

Your first step is medical school. Typically, you'll need excellent GCSEs and three A or A*
passes at A level including chemistry for a five-year undergraduate degree in medicine. Many
medical schools also ask for biology and others may require maths or physics.

If you already have a degree, you could study for a four-year postgraduate degree in
medicine.

You'll need to pass an interview and admissions test. You'll be asked to show how you
demonstrate the NHS values such as compassion and respect.
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Some medical schools look to recruit a mix of students from different backgrounds and
geographical areas, so your educational and economic background and family circumstances
could be considered as part of your application.

What are my chances of starting a career as a medical
oncologist?

There are approximately 485 medical oncologists working in the NHS in England. In 2020,
there were 185 applications for 39 specialty training places.

How to become a medical oncologist

After medical school, you'll join the paid two-year foundation programme 71 where you’ll work in
six placements in different settings.

After your foundation programme, you can apply for paid specialty training s) to become a
medical oncologist, which will take a minimum of six years.

You may be able to train part time, for example for health reasons or if you have family or
caring responsibilities.

Where a career as a medical oncologist can take you

specialise in one to three tumour types including:

e gastrointestinal tract cancers

e urological cancers

e cancers of the blood and lymphatic system
e cancers of the female reproductive system

Some medical oncologists also develop interests in:

cancers

You'll also have opportunities to conduct research and teach.
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o Consultant Medical Oncologist - Acute Oncology and Gl

Sutton, SM2 5PT

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist - Acute Oncology and
Gl job (opens in a new window) [14]

o Consultant Medical Oncologist

Basingstoke, RG24 9NA

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist job (opens in a new

window) s

o Locum Consultant Medical Oncologist

Romford, RM7 0AG

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Locum
Employer:
Barking, Havering and Redbridge University Hospitals NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Medical Oncologist job (opens in a
new window) [
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o Locum Consultant in Medical Oncologist

London, W12 OHS

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Locum
Employer:
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant in Medical Oncologist job (opens in
a new window) 7]

o Consultant Medical Oncologist (Gynae & Germ Cell)

Southampton, SO16 6YD

Salary:
£109725.00 to £145478.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospital Southampton NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist (Gynae & Germ Cell)
job (opens in a new window) s

o Consultant in Medical Oncology (Breast)

Leeds, LS9 7TF

Salary:
£109725.00 to £145478.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Leeds Teaching Hospitals
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Medical Oncology (Breast) job (opens in
a new window) g

o Support Medical Secretary, Oncology/Haematology

Worcester, WR5 1DD
Redditch, B98 7UB

Salary:

£24625.00 to £25674.00
Type:

Permanent
Employer:
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Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Support Medical Secretary, Oncology/Haematology job
(opens in a new window) (20

Team Leader -— Oncology Outpatients/Medical Records

Plymouth, PL6 7PH

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals Plymouth NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Team Leader -— Oncology Outpatients/Medical
Records job (opens in a new window) 21

Locum Medical or Clinical Oncology Consultant

Northampton, NN1 5BD

Salary:
£109725.00 to £145478.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Northampton General Hospital
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Medical or Clinical Oncology Consultant job
(opens in a new window) 22

Consultant in Medical Oncology (Lung and Gynae Cancers)

Southampton, SO16 6YD

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospital Southampton NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Medical Oncology (Lung and Gynae
Cancers) job (opens in a new window) 23

Consultant in Medical Oncology Breast Cancer/Gynae (CUH &
NWAFT)

Cambridge, CB2 0QQ

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
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Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Cambridge University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Medical Oncology Breast Cancer/Gynae
(CUH & NWAFT) job (opens in a new window) [24]

Medical Secretary/Higher Medical Secretary

Middlesbrough, TS4 3BW

Salary:
£24625.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
South Tees Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary/Higher Medical Secretary job
(opens in a new window) s

Medical Photographer/Trainee Medical Photographer

317 02 Royal Victoria Infirmary, NE1 4LP

Salary:
£31049.00 to £37796.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Photographer/Trainee Medical Photographer
job (opens in a new window) |26

Medical Secretary

Sleaford, NG34 7HD

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Sleaford Medical Group
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (27

Medical Receptionist

Swansea, SA5 9EA

Salary:
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£12.73
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Brynhyfryd Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) [2s]

Medical Receptionist

London, E9 5TD

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Wick Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 29

Medical Receptionist

Wakefield, WF4 2QG

Salary:
£12.88
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Rycroft Primary Care Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) o

Medical Receptionist

Worksop, S81 8RJ
Sheffield, S25 2EZ

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Dinnington Group Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 1

Medical Receptionist

Leicester, LE2 1XD

Salary:
£12.21
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Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Victoria Park Health Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 2

Medical Receptionist

Yarm, TS15 9DD

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Yarm Medical Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) s3]

Medical Administrator

Cannock, WS11 5JT

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Chadsmoor Medical Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Administrator job (opens in a new window) [s4

Medical Secretary

London, SE14 6TG

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Deptford Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (ss]

Medical Receptionist

Selby, YO8 4BL

Salary:
£12.21

Type:
Permanent
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Employer:
Scott Road Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) e

Medical Examiner

Hull, HU3 2JZ

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Hull University Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Examiner job (opens in a new window) [s7]

Medical Administrator

Birmingham, B31 3HB
Birmingham, B38 8AX

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
West Heath Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Administrator job (opens in a new window) [ss]

Medical Receptionist

Scunthorpe, DN15 7AN

Salary:
£12.60
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Church Lane Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) g

Medical Receptionist

Abingdon, OX14 3LB

Salary:

£12.21 to £13.50
Type:

Permanent
Employer:
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The Abingdon Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) o

o Medical Secretary

Stoke on Trent, ST4 6QG

Salary:
£24937.00 to £26598.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
University Hospital of North Midlands NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) a1

o Medical Secretary

Milton Keynes, MK12 5ZD

Salary:
£14.00 to £16.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
ID Medical
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) 42

o Medical Receptionist

Middlesbrough, TS3 7RL

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Crossfell Health Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 43

o Medical Receptionist

Stockton-on-Tees, TS18 2AW

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Queens Park Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) [a4
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o Medical Administrator

Hereford, HR1 1BB

Salary:
£11.44
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Hereford Medical Group
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Administrator job (opens in a new window) s

o Medical Receptionist

Wallasey, CH45 5LN

Salary:
£12.36
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
St Georges Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 6]

o Medical Receptionist

Hyde, SK14 2AH

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Donneybrook Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 7]

o Medical Secretary

Yeovil, BA20 2BX

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Somerset NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) s
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o Medical Secretary

Brighton, BN3 4FH

Salary:
£27000.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Elysium Healthcare
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) 9]

o Medical Secretary

Southport, PR8 6PN

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Mersey and West Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (so

o Medical Examiner

Grimsby, DN33 2BA

Salary:
£59175.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Northern Lincolnshire and Goole NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Examiner job (opens in a new window) [s1

o Medical Secretary

Rotherham, S60 2UD

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The Rotherham NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) sz
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o Medical Secretary

Wirral, CH63 4JY

Salary:
£27485.00 to £30162.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Wirral University Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (s3]

o Medical Receptionist

Saltburn-by-the-sea, TS12 2TG

Salary:
£13.21
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Hillside Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) s4

o Medical Secretary

Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 9DT

Salary:
£26928.00 to £29551.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (ss

o Medical Receptionist

Pontefract, WF7 5HE

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
St Thomas Road Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) [se
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o Medical Receptionist

Lincoln, LN2 2JP

Salary:
£13.07
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Minster Medical Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 7]

o Medical Receptionist

Thirsk, YO7 1LG

Salary:
£12.35
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Thirsk Doctors Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) ss)

o Medical Secretary

Durham, DH1 5TW

Salary:
£24937.00 to £26598.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
County Durham & Darlington NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) [se

o Medical secretary

Oldham, OL11SP

Salary:
£27485.00 to £30162.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Pennine Care NHS FT
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical secretary job (opens in a new window) (e
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o Medical Administrator

Bognor Regis, PO22 6DH

Salary:
£12.71
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Flansham Park Health Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Administrator job (opens in a new window) (s1

o Medical Secretary

St Albans, AL5 5TL

Salary:
£28860.00 to £31671.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Hertfordshire Partnership University NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (s

o Medical Receptionist

Cinderford, GL14 2NX
Westbury on Severn, GL14 1PF
Ruardean, GL17 9US

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Forest Health Care
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) (s3]

o Medical Secretary

London, SE3 7HB

Salary:
£13.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Blackheath Standard PMS
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) [s4
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o Medical Secretary

Truro, TR2 437

Salary:
£12.00to £12.25
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Probus Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (es]

o Medical Receptionist

Rochdale, OL11 3HY

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Castleton Health Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) ss]

o Medical Receptionist

London, SW1W 8NA

Salary:
£13.85
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Belgrave Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 7]

o Medical Secretary

Charlwood, RH6 OBN

Salary:
£25058.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Elysium Healthcare
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (e



https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A0022-25-0007
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A2707-25-0001
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A3959-25-0004
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0132-25-1142

o Medical Secretary

Halifax, HX2 0QL

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Plane Trees Group Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (s9]

o Medical Director

SCARBOROUGH, YO12 5RE

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Saint Catherine’s Hospice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Director job (opens in a new window) (7o

o Medical Receptionist

Tamworth, B77 3BZ
Tamworth, B77 2LD

Salary:
£7.551t0 £12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Tri-Links Medical Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 71

o Medical Secretary

York, YO31 8HE

Salary:
£27485.00 to £30162.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
York and Scarborough Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) [z
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o Medical Receptionist

Portsmouth, PO2 8HW

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Derby Road Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 73]

. Further information

particularly as your career progresses. Take a look.

Royal College of Physicians (Joint Collegiate Council for Oncology) (74

Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh (75

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow 7e]

Association of Cancer Physicians 77

Cancer therapeutics: medical oncology with clinical pharmacology (BMJ) (7s)

Other roles that may interest you

Palliative medicine (79
Gastroenterology so)

General practitioner (s
Knowledge and library services sz

Source URL:https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/doctors/roles-doctors/medicine/medical-
oncology?field field role=68&page=7&destination=/my-account/my-bookmarks/471
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