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Medical oncology

Medical oncologists are doctors who diagnose, assess, treat and manage patients with
cancers.

Your goal is to provide the best possible outcomes for your cancer patients, whether that's a
cure or palliative care.

Life as a medical oncologist

Your goal is to provide the best possible outcomes for your cancer patients, whether that's a
cure or palliative care. Whatever the case, you'll provide treatment and counselling to your
patients and their families.

Clinical research is an important part of your role and clinical care, clinical trials, laboratory and
translational cancer research will be part of your training.

You'll be expected to advise your patients on all aspects of their treatment including surgery

Your work will include:

diagnosing cancers

discussing treatment options with patients

arranging and supervising drug treatment and therapies including the management of
any complications

supporting patients and overseeing their care, including after-treatment care

You'll treat a wide variety of patients from those with localised or metastatic (secondary)
tumours to others who will benefit from additional treatment after surgery.

You'll work as part of a multidisciplinary team, often in partnership with a clinical oncologist,

which separates the role from medical oncologists who use non-radiological treatments.

You'll treat conditions such as:
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colorectal (s cancer

breast cancer

lung cancer

upper gastrointestinal (Gl) cancer

ovarian cancer

tumours of the kidney (urological cancers)
leukaemia

melanoma

How much can | earn?

You'll first earn a salary when you start your foundation training 4 after medical school. Find
out details of current salary ranges for foundation and specialty training, SAS doctors 51 and
consultants on the Pay for doctors (6] page.

How about the benefits?

make a difference

flexible and part-time working

high income early in your career

work anywhere in the world

excellent pension scheme

good holiday entitlement

NHS discounts in shops and restaurants

Must-have skills

excellent communication skills to manage a wide range of relationships with colleagues,
and patients and their families

emotional resilience, a calm temperament and the ability to work well under pressure
teamwork and the capacity to lead multidisciplinary teams

problem-solving and diagnostic skills

outstanding organisational ability and effective decision-making skills

first-class time and resource management for the benefit of patients

Entry requirements

Your first step is medical school. Typically, you'll need excellent GCSEs and three A or A*
passes at A level including chemistry for a five-year undergraduate degree in medicine. Many
medical schools also ask for biology and others may require maths or physics.

If you already have a degree, you could study for a four-year postgraduate degree in
medicine.

You'll need to pass an interview and admissions test. You'll be asked to show how you
demonstrate the NHS values such as compassion and respect.
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Some medical schools look to recruit a mix of students from different backgrounds and
geographical areas, so your educational and economic background and family circumstances
could be considered as part of your application.

What are my chances of starting a career as a medical
oncologist?

There are approximately 485 medical oncologists working in the NHS in England. In 2020,
there were 185 applications for 39 specialty training places.

How to become a medical oncologist

After medical school, you'll join the paid two-year foundation programme 71 where you’ll work in
six placements in different settings.

After your foundation programme, you can apply for paid specialty training s) to become a
medical oncologist, which will take a minimum of six years.

You may be able to train part time, for example for health reasons or if you have family or
caring responsibilities.

Where a career as a medical oncologist can take you

specialise in one to three tumour types including:

e gastrointestinal tract cancers

e urological cancers

e cancers of the blood and lymphatic system
e cancers of the female reproductive system

Some medical oncologists also develop interests in:

cancers

You'll also have opportunities to conduct research and teach.
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Find a vacancy

Enter your location or postcode

Show results within

Search

o Consultant Medical Oncologist

Bath, BA1 3NG

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist job (opens in a hew

window) 14

o Locum Consultant Medical Oncologist — Sarcoma

London, NW1 2BU

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
University College London Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant Medical Oncologist — Sarcoma job
(opens in a new window) [1s5]

o Consultant in Medical Oncology

Exeter, EX2 5DW

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Medical Oncology job (opens in a new

window) [ie]
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o Consultant Medical Oncologist - UGI, HPB, Melanoma &
Immunotherapy

Middlesbrough, TS4 3BW

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
South Tees Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist - UGI, HPB, Melanoma
& Immunotherapy job (opens in a new window) [17]

o Consultant Medical Oncologist (Skin, Renal and Immunotherapy)

Brighton, BN2 5BE

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust (279)
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist (Skin, Renal and
Immunotherapy) job (opens in a new window) [is]

o Consultant Medical Oncologist- Renal, Melanoma and CUP

Nottingham, NG5 1PB

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trusts
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist- Renal, Melanoma and
CUP job (opens in a new window) (g

o Consultant Medical Oncologist - Breast, Testis and Renal

Middlesbrough, TS4 3BW

Salary:

£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:

Permanent
Employer:
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South Tees Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist - Breast, Testis and
Renal job (opens in a new window) (20

Locum Consultant in Medical Oncology

Leeds, LS9 7TF

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Locum
Employer:
Leeds Teaching Hospitals
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locum Consultant in Medical Oncology job (opens in a
new window) 21

Medical Oncology Consultant - Urological Malignancies

Oxford, OX3 7LJ

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Oncology Consultant - Urological
Malignancies job (opens in a new window) (22

Specialty Doctor in Medical Oncology - Breast

Sutton, SM2 5PT

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Medical Oncology - Breast job
(opens in a new window) (23]

Senior Clinical Fellow in Medical Oncology

London, SE1 9RT

Salary:
£61825.00

Type:
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Fixed-Term
Employer:

Guy's and St Thomas' NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Senior Clinical Fellow in Medical Oncology job (opens
in a new window) 24

Consultant in Medical Oncology - Breast Cancer

London, N181XQ

Salary:
£105504.00 to £128443.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Medical Oncology - Breast Cancer job
(opens in a new window) s

Non-Medical Consultant (Uro-Oncology)

Exeter, EX2 5DW

Salary:
£64455.00 to £74896.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Non-Medical Consultant (Uro-Oncology) job (opens in
a new window) [2g]

Consultant Medical Oncologist with an interest in Breast AO &
Lung

Eastbourne, BN21 2UD

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust (279)
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist with an interest in
Breast AO & Lung job (opens in a new window) [27]

Consultant Medical Uro - Oncologist (Germ Cell/Prostate/Bladder)

Brighton, BN2 5BE
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Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust (279)
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Uro - Oncologist (Germ
Cell/Prostate/Bladder) job (opens in a new window) [2s]

Band 4 Medical Secretary Supervisor - Oncology

Birmingham, B9 5SS

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Band 4 Medical Secretary Supervisor - Oncology job
(opens in a new window) |29

Specialist Grade Medical Oncology Melanoma, Breast and AOS

Swansea, SA2 8QA

Salary:
£96990.00 to £107155.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Swansea Bay University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Grade Medical Oncology Melanoma, Breast
and AOS job (opens in a new window) 3o

Consultant Medical Oncologist with an interest in U&L Gl and CUP

Eastbourne and Worthing, BN11 2DH

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust (279)
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant Medical Oncologist with an interest in U&L
Gl and CUP job (opens in a new window) 1
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o Consultant in Medical Oncology with Special interest in Lung
Cancer

Portsmouth, PO6 3LY

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Portsmouth Hospitals University NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Medical Oncology with Special interest in
Lung Cancer job (opens in a new window) (s

o Consultant in Medical Oncology Breast and Melanoma/other
tumour type

Portsmouth, PO6 3LY

Salary:
£105504.00 to £139882.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Portsmouth Hospitals University NHS Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Consultant in Medical Oncology Breast and
Melanoma/other tumour type job (opens in a new window) (s3

o PA / Medical Secretary to the Medical Director

Sketty, Cockett, Swansea, SA2 O0GH

Salary:
£26928.00 to £29551.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Swansea Bay University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for PA / Medical Secretary to the Medical Director job
(opens in a new window) (34

o Medical Secretary

Thames Ditton, KT7 OUP

Salary:
£12.50
Type:
Permanent
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Employer:
Thorkhill Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (ss]

Medical Receptionist

Manchester, M32 OPA
Manchester, M160LW

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
North Trafford Group Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) e

Medical Secretary

Blyth, NE24 1HD

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Railway Medical Group
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (37

Medical Receptionist

Lancaster, LA1 1RP
Lancaster, LA2 9OQW

Salary:
£12.33
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Queen Square Medical Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) s

Medical Receptionist

Lincoln, LN6 0QQ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent
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Employer:
Woodland Medical Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) g

Medical Receptionist

Southport, PR 7LT

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Churchtown Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) o

Medical Receptionist

Penzance, TR18 4EL

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Morrab Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) a1

Medical Receptionist

Durham, DH6 4DH

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Coxhoe Medical Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 4z

Medical Secretary

Sheffield, S6 3BR

Salary:
£24937.00 to £26598.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Sheffield Children’s NHS Foundation Trust
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Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) 3

o Medical Receptionist

Nantwich, CW5 5NX

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Nantwich Health Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) a4

o Medical Secretary

Sheffield, S6 3BR

Salary:
£24937.00 to £26598.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Sheffield Children’s NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) 3

o Medical Secretary

Sheffield, S10 2TH

Salary:
£24937.00 to £26598.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Sheffield Children’s NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) s

o Medical Receptionist

Durham, TS20 2UZ

Salary:
£24050.96
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Norton Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) (4
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o Medical Receptionist

Porth, CF39 8AG

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Parklane Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 7]

o Medical Secretary

Sleaford, NG34 7HD

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Sleaford Medical Group
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) s

o Medical Secretary

Oxford, OX3 9JA

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Hedena Health Ltd
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (49

o Medical Receptionist

London, SE10 8NT
London, SE9 3JD

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
PRIMECARE PMS Trading as South Street Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) [so
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o Medical Receptionist

Liverpool, L7 6HD

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Dunstan Village Group Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) s

o Medical Secretary

Fareham, PO16 7ER

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (s

o Medical Director

Wrexham, LL11 2SJ

Salary:
£96000.00 to £130000.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Nightingale House Hospice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Director job (opens in a new window) [s3

o Medical Receptionist

Consett, DH8 OBW

Salary:
£13.27
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
NHS North Of England Commissioning Support Unit
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) [s4
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o Medical Secretary

Torquay, TQ2 7AA

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Secondment
Employer:
Torbay and South Devon NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (ss]

o Medical Secretary

Brighton, BN2 5BE

Salary:
£26530.00 to £29114.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust (279)
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (se]

o Medical Receptionist

Stroud, GL5 4BH

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Beeches Green Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 7]

o Medical Receptionist

London, SE18 6TE

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Royal Arsenal Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) (s
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o Medical Secretary

Halifax/Huddersfield, HD3 3EA

Salary:
£24937.00 to £26598.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Calderdale and Huddersfield NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (s

o Medical Secretary

Bodelwyddan, LL18 5UJ

Salary:
£24433.00 to £26060.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (so]

o Medical Receptionist

Wolverhampton, WV3 8JN

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Castlecroft Medical Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) e

o Medical Secretary

Sheffield, S10 2TH

Salary:
£24625.00 to £25674.00
Type:
Fixed-Term
Employer:
Sheffield Children’s NHS Foundation Trust
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) sz
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o Medical Receptionist

Wolverhampton, WV3 8JN

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Castlecroft Medical Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 1

o Medical Secretary

Bodelwyddan, LL18 5UJ

Salary:
£24433.00 to £26060.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (s3]

o Medical Secretary

Cleator Moor, CA25 5HP

Salary:
£25036.62 to £25651.14
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Fellview Healthcare - NCPC
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) [s4]

o Medical Receptionist

Weymouth, DT4 7BY
Weymouth, DT36BB
Weymouth, DT47LE

Salary:
£23553.00 to £26447.00
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Royal Crescent Surgery
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) (e
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https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A0953-25-0004

o Medical Receptionist

London, SW5 9AD

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Earl's Court Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) s

o Medical Receptionist

Edgware, HA8 9GJ

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Lane End Medical Group
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 7]

o Medical Receptionist

Edgware, HA8 9GJ

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Lane End Medical Group
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) es]

o Medical Receptionist

Whitby, YO22 5DP
Whitby, YO21 3SN

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Sleights and Sandsend Medical Practice
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) [s9
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o Medical Secretary

Birmingham, B43 7HB

Salary:
Negotiable
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
Great Barr Medical Centre
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Secretary job (opens in a new window) (7o

o Medical Receptionist

Redhill, RH1 1EB
Redhill, RH1 3PN

Salary:
£12.21
Type:
Permanent
Employer:
The House Partnership
Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medical Receptionist job (opens in a new window) 71

. Further information

particularly as your career progresses. Take a look.

Royal College of Physicians (Joint Collegiate Council for Oncology) (72

Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh 73

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow (74

Association of Cancer Physicians [7s)

Cancer therapeutics: medical oncology with clinical pharmacology (BMJ) (76]

Other roles that may interest you

¢ Palliative medicine 77
e Gastroenterology (7s)



https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A4072-25-0001
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/A0455-25-0009
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/glossary#Oncology
http://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/
http://www.rcpe.ac.uk/
http://www.rcpsg.ac.uk
http://www.cancerphysicians.org.uk/
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/glossary#Oncology
http://careers.bmj.com/careers/advice/view-article.html?id=1460
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/doctors/roles-doctors/medicine/palliative-medicine
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/doctors/roles-doctors/medicine/gastroenterology

e General practitioner 79
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