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Genitourinary medicine

Doctors working in genitourinary medicine diagnose and treat people with sexually transmitted
infections (STIs), including HIV. 

Your role is to detect and manage, prevent and control STIs, and manage a number of non-
infectious genital conditions such as dermatoses.

Life as a doctor in genitourinary medicine

Your role is mostly outpatient or clinic based. As a trainee, you’ll be expected to conduct a
minimum number of HIV outpatient clinics per week and once you’re a specialist, you’ll see
10–20 clinic patients over a two-day period.

Your time spent in hospital will be on wards caring for HIV patients. You’ll participate in ward
rounds and consult with other doctors and nurses. HIV patients often have complex medical
problems as well as various psychological challenges.

Most of your patients will be young adults from a broad cultural and social mix and represent
all sexual orientations. Otherwise, the majority of your patients will be fit and healthy. 

Bacterial STIs are curable and, while some viral STIs cannot be cured, they can be managed
successfully. 

You’ll find that most patients are extremely grateful for your diagnosis, treatment and advice,
for example on how to communicate with sexual partners. The focus on access, education and
care can make your role particularly satisfying. 
 
You’ll see patients with a range of STIs including:

chlamydia
genital herpes
genital warts
gonorrhoea
syphilis
HIV
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vaginal infections
pelvic infection and inflammation
genital infestations such as scabies and pubic lice

Common procedures and interventions include:

a sexual screen which may include an examination to take genital microbiological
samples
treatment with the use of specific antimicrobials (agents that kill or inhibit the growth of
micro-organisms)
outpatient minor surgical procedures such as cryocautery (a procedure that uses very
high temperatures to treat the female genital tract)
light microscopy and dark ground microscopy (where the field around the specimen is
dark)
skin biopsies and the insertion and removal of contraceptive devices including
contraceptive implants and intra-uterine devices (IUDs)

How much can I earn?

You’ll first earn a salary when you start your foundation training [1] after medical school.  Find
out details of current salary ranges for foundation and specialty training, SAS doctors [2] and
consultants on the Pay for doctors [3] page. 

How about the benefits?

make a difference
flexible and part-time working
high income early in your career
work anywhere in the world
excellent pension scheme
good holiday entitlement
NHS discounts in shops and restaurants

Must-have skills

excellent communication skills to manage a wide range of relationships with colleagues,
and patients and their families
emotional resilience, a calm temperament and the ability to work well under pressure
teamwork and the capacity to lead multidisciplinary teams
problem-solving and diagnostic skills
outstanding?organisational?ability and effective decision-making skills
first-class time and resource management for the benefit of patients

In addition, doctors in genitourinary medicine need to demonstrate:

an open-minded, sensitive, non-judgemental approach
tolerance of all patients regardless of age, race, gender or sexuality
a holistic [4] approach to patient care
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Entry requirements

Your first step is medical school. Typically, you’ll need excellent GCSEs and three A or A*
passes at A level including chemistry for a five-year undergraduate degree in medicine. Many
medical schools also ask for biology and others may require maths or physics.

If you already have a degree, you could study for a four-year postgraduate degree in medicine.

You’ll need to pass an interview and admissions test. You’ll be asked to show how you
demonstrate the NHS values such as compassion and respect.

Some medical schools look to recruit a mix of students from different backgrounds and
geographical areas, so your educational and economic background and family circumstances
could be considered as part of your application.

What are my chances of starting a career in genitourinary
medicine?

In 2021, there were 227 consultants in genitourinary medicine in the NHS in England. In
addition, there were 30 applications for 38 training places.

How to become a doctor in genitourinary medicine

After medical school, you’ll join the paid two-year foundation programme [5] where you’ll work in
six placements in different settings.
 
After your foundation programme, you can apply for paid specialty training [6] to become a
doctor in genitourinary medicine, which will take a minimum of seven years.
 
You may be able to train part time, for example for health reasons or if you have family or
caring responsibilities.

Where a career as a doctor in genitourinary medicine can
take you

You could: 

specialise or conduct research
teach medical students or postgraduate students in training
get involved in research at universities, the NHS or private sector
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Acute Medicine Trust Doctor

Cramlington, NE23 6NZ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Acute Medicine Trust Doctor job (opens in a new
window)  [7]

Emergency Medicine Specialty Doctor

Braddan, IM4 4RJ

Salary:
£53614.00 to £98969.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Manx Care

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Emergency Medicine Specialty Doctor job (opens in a
new window)  [8]

Specialty Doctor in Medicine

Haverfordwest, SA61 2PZ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Hywel Dda University Health Board

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Medicine job (opens in a new
window)  [9]
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Speciality Doctor in Emergency Medicine

Uxbridge, UB8 3NN

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
The Hillingdon Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Speciality Doctor in Emergency Medicine job (opens in
a new window)  [10]

Specialty Doctor in Palliative Medicine

Basingstoke, RG24 9NB

Salary:
£53581.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
St Michael's Hospice (North Hampshire)

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Palliative Medicine job (opens in a
new window)  [11]

Specialty Doctor in Emergency Medicine

Swindon, SN3 6BB

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Great Western Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Emergency Medicine job (opens in
a new window)  [12]

Specialty Doctor in Acute Medicine

Harrogate, HG2 7SX

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Harrogate and District NHS Foundation Trust
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Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Acute Medicine job (opens in a new
window)  [13]

Specialty Doctor in Palliative Medicine

Bolton, BL1 4QT

Salary:
£59175.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Bolton Hospice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Palliative Medicine job (opens in a
new window)  [14]

Specialty Doctor in Palliative Medicine

Manchester, M280FE

Salary:
£59175.00 to £75998.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
St Ann’s Hospice

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Palliative Medicine job (opens in a
new window)  [15]

Specialty Doctor in Emergency Medicine

Bradford, BD96RJ

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Bradford Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Emergency Medicine job (opens in
a new window)  [16]

Specialty Doctor in Acute Medicine

Braddan, IM4 4RJ

Salary:
£48670.00 to £89841.00

Type:
Permanent
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Employer:
Manx Care

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Acute Medicine job (opens in a new
window)  [17]

Specialty Doctor in Emergency Medicine

Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 9DT

Salary:
£59727.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor in Emergency Medicine job (opens in
a new window)  [18]

Trust Grade Doctor in Renal Medicine

Leeds, LS9 7TF

Salary:
£61825.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Leeds Teaching Hospitals

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Trust Grade Doctor in Renal Medicine job (opens in a
new window)  [19]

Specialist Grade Doctor in Acute Medicine

Hull, HU3 2JZ

Salary:
£96990.00 to £107155.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Hull University Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Grade Doctor in Acute Medicine job (opens
in a new window)  [20]

Clinical Research Fellow - Trust Doctor in Medicine

London, NW1 2BU

Salary:
£49909.00
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Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
University College London Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Clinical Research Fellow - Trust Doctor in Medicine job
(opens in a new window)  [21]

Locally Employed Doctor (Higher) in Acute Medicine QEHB

Birmingham, B15 2TH

Salary:
£61825.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Locally Employed Doctor (Higher) in Acute Medicine
QEHB job (opens in a new window)  [22]

Trust Doctors (eqv to ST4+) in Emergency Medicine

London, E1 1FR

Salary:
£49559.00 to £64288.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Barts Health NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Trust Doctors (eqv to ST4+) in Emergency Medicine
job (opens in a new window)  [23]

Junior Specialist Doctor - Lower - FY1 Level in Acute Medicine

Smethwick, B66 2QT

Salary:
£36616.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Junior Specialist Doctor - Lower - FY1 Level in Acute
Medicine job (opens in a new window)  [24]

Trust Doctor CT1-2 equivalent in General and Elderly Medicine

Worthing, BN11 2DH

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9309-25-0472
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Salary:
£41750.00 to £54468.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust (279)

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Trust Doctor CT1-2 equivalent in General and Elderly
Medicine job (opens in a new window)  [25]

Trust Doctor (Equv to ST4+) in Renal Medicine and
Transplantation

London, E1 1FR

Salary:
£49559.00 to £64288.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Barts Health NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Trust Doctor (Equv to ST4+) in Renal Medicine and
Transplantation job (opens in a new window)  [26]

PCAS Doctor

Kent & Sussex, TN240GP

Salary:
£110240.00 to £110240.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Integrated Care 24 Ltd

Apply now on NHS Jobs for PCAS Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [27]

Specialty Doctor

Salford, M6 7WQ

Salary:
£82000.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Cygnet Health Care

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [28]

ENT Doctor

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9279-25-0872
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Sheffield, S9 1XH

Salary:
£550.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for ENT Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [29]

Dermatology Doctor

Canterbury, CT1 1BN

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Bank

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [30]

Dermatology Doctor

London, SE14 6BL

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Bank

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [31]

Dermatology Doctor

Wandsworth, SW18 4WW

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Bank

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [32]

Dermatology Doctor

Slough, SL1 2EJ

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0123-25-0148
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0123-25-0162
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Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Bank

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [33]

Dermatology Doctor

Leicester, LE1 2BU

Salary:
£550.00

Type:
Bank

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [34]

ENT Doctor

Leicester, LE1 2BU

Salary:
£550.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for ENT Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [35]

ENT Doctor

Leeds, LS16 6EB

Salary:
£550.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for ENT Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [36]

ENT Doctor

Swindon, SN3 3RB

Salary:
Negotiable

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0123-25-0160
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0123-25-0125
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0123-25-0145
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0123-25-0153


Type:
Bank

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for ENT Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [37]

ENT Doctor

Leeds, LS16 6EB

Salary:
£550.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for ENT Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [36]

Dermatology Doctor

Macclesfield, SK11 6HB

Salary:
£550.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [38]

Dermatology Doctor

Sheffield, S9 1XH

Salary:
£550.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [39]

Specialty Doctor

London, SE5 8UH

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Permanent

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0123-25-0166
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0123-25-0153
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Employer:
Guy's and St Thomas' NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [40]

Dermatology Doctor

Milton Keynes , MK11 3LW

Salary:
£550.00

Type:
Bank

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [41]

Dermatology Doctor

Leeds, LS16 6EB

Salary:
£550.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [42]

Specialty Doctor

Blackpool, FY3 8NU

Salary:
£80000.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Cygnet Health Care

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [43]

Dermatology Doctor

Leicester, LE1 2BU

Salary:
£550.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
CHEC

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9196-24-3040
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Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [44]

Specialty Doctor

Chesterfield, S44 5BL

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
Chesterfield Royal Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [45]

Dermatology Doctor

Worthing, BN11 3BN

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Bank

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Dermatology Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [46]

Specialty Doctor

London, SE18 4QH

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Lewisham and Greenwich NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [47]

ENT Doctor

Nottingham , NG8 5DQ

Salary:
£550.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
CHEC

Apply now on NHS Jobs for ENT Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [48]
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Specialty Doctor

Mapplewell, S75 6AJ

Salary:
£68174.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
South West Yorkshire Partnership NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [49]

Specialty Doctor - Ophthalmology

Boston, PE21 9QS

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Fixed-Term

Employer:
United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor - Ophthalmology job (opens in a new
window)  [50]

Specialty Doctor UTC

Kingston upon Thames, KT2 7QB

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Kingston and Richmond NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor UTC job (opens in a new window)  [51]

Resident Doctor PICU

London, W1W 5AH

Salary:
£80000.00 to £98000.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
HCA Healthcare UK

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Resident Doctor PICU job (opens in a new window)  [52]
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https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9357-25-0447
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9357-25-0447
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9396-25-0177
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/E0115-25-0067


Bank UCC Doctor

London, NW8 9NH

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Bank

Employer:
The Hospital of St John and St Elizabeth

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Bank UCC Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [53]

Specialty Doctor - Oncology

Birmingham, B15 2TH

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor - Oncology job (opens in a new
window)  [54]

Specialist Doctor D2A

Burslem, ST67AG

Salary:
£96990.00 to £107155.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Midlands Partnership NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Doctor D2A job (opens in a new window)  [55]

Urgent Care Doctor

London, NW8 9NH

Salary:
£85000.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Hospital of St John and St Elizabeth

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Urgent Care Doctor job (opens in a new window)  [56]

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0263-25-0087
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C0020-25-0834
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https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9301-25-0375
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/B0263-25-0091


Specialty Doctor Frailty

Maidstone, ME16 9QQ

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor Frailty job (opens in a new window) 
[57]

Ophthalmic Specialty Doctor

Bedford, MK42 9DJ

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Moorfields Eye Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Ophthalmic Specialty Doctor job (opens in a new
window)  [58]

Resident Doctor Oncology

London, W1G 8BJ

Salary:
£70000.00 to £80000.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
HCA Healthcare UK

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Resident Doctor Oncology job (opens in a new
window)  [59]

Specialty Doctor Anaesthetics

Dorchester, DT1 2JY

Salary:
£59175.00 to £95400.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Dorset County Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9359-25-0400
https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9273-25-0145
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Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialty Doctor Anaesthetics job (opens in a new
window)  [60]

Medicine Manager

Blyth, NE24 1HD
Blyth, NE24 4AW

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
Railway Medical Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Medicine Manager job (opens in a new window)  [61]

Specialist Doctor in Cardiology

Wolverhampton, WV10 0QP

Salary:
£91500.00 to £101089.00

Type:
Permanent

Employer:
The Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Specialist Doctor in Cardiology job (opens in a new
window)  [62]

ST1 Paediatric Bank Doctor

Warrington, WA5 1QG

Salary:
Negotiable

Type:
Bank

Employer:
Warrington and Halton Teaching Hospitals NHSFT

Apply now on NHS Jobs for ST1 Paediatric Bank Doctor job (opens in a new
window)  [63]

Community Specialty Grade Doctor

Sheerness, ME12 3LT

Salary:
£52530.00 to £82400.00

Type:
Permanent

https://beta.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/C9405-25-0169
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Employer:
HCRG Care Group

Apply now on NHS Jobs for Community Specialty Grade Doctor job (opens in a
new window)  [64]

Further information 

These organisations have further information about being a doctor in genitourinary
medicine, particularly as your career progresses. Take a look.

British Association for Sexual Health and HIV [65]

British HIV Association [66]

The Worshipful Society of Apothecaries of London [67]

Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare [68]

Other roles that may interest you

Obstetrics and gynaecology [69]

Paediatric cardiology [70]

General practitioner [71]

Medical microbiology and virology (doctor) [72]

Source URL:https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/doctors/roles-doctors/medicine/genitourinary-
medicine?field_field_role=327&page=15&destination=/my-account/my-bookmarks/40
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