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Amputation patient journey – student worksheet

Corporal (Jed) James: amputation patient journey 


	 

Corporal James (Jed) joined the army in 2005, aged 17. He was also very interested in athletics and ran for his regiment’s athletics team. He is on active service.  



	Patient Journey
	Job roles

	 

Whilst out in action Jed stood on an IED (Improvised Explosive Device). He was rescued by his colleagues and given emergency first aid by a medical reservist (who works as a healthcare scientist in the NHS). He lost an arm and leg in the accident.


	

	Jed needs further investigations and emergency surgery to address his loss of limbs


	

	In critical care and during emergency surgery, Jed comes into contact with many healthcare scientists providing different aspects of the care he needs:

· Blood transfusions 

· Cardiac monitoring

· CT scanning for any embedded shrapnel

· Testing his hearing for possible blast damage
· Wound infection checks.

	

	Jed has been flown back to the UK and is now receiving critical care and further surgery. Multi-disciplinary teams support Jed to recover, providing vascular flow and infection control which are further supported by a psychological support team and physiotherapy.


	

	Jed's rehabilitation commenced with intense physiotherapy and attendance at wheelchair assessment and artificial limb clinics. Once fitted with his prosthetic limb his progress is regularly reviewed at the clinic. 

Having undergone a clinical gait analysis to improve his walking pattern, some remaining balance issues are identified. Jed was referred to the ENT (Ear, Nose and Throat) department, where vestibular physiotherapy sessions were recommended.


	

	Jed's recovery was going from strength to strength, both physically and emotionally. He was beginning to integrate back into main stream family life. 

The rehab team from Technical Services Aids had helped him further, with aids for driving his car, but it was other challenges he was really driving towards. Most of all, he would like to run again.

	

	With some help from Help4Heroes (H4H) Battle Back Sports Recovery program Jed has now been fitted with a running blade. He joined a military athletics club and is now in training, with a whole new social group who help each other. Jed has returned to work, recruiting to the Army and is hoping to be selected for the next INVICTUS GAMES.

For information about careers in healthcare science, visit the Health Careers website and look under Explore Roles for healthcare science roles.



Amputation Patient Journey - Job Roles
	Healthcare science (blood science)



	
Theatre support worker

	Surgeon


	
Audiology

	Physiotherapy
	Radiographer


	Medical engineer

	Rehabilitation engineering

	Counselling psychologist


	Prosthetist

	Vascular science

	Cardiac science


	Infection Sciences

	Clinical psychologist

	Phlebotomist

	Clinical or medical technologist in medical physics

	Porter

	Operating department practitioner


	Anaesthetist

	Prosthetic technician
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