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Amputation Patient Journey Teacher’s Version

Corporal (Jed) James: amputation patient journey 


	 

Corporal James (Jed) joined the army in 2005, aged 17. He was also very interested in athletics and ran for his regiment’s athletics team. He is on active service.  



	Patient Journey
	Job roles

	 

Whilst out in action Jed stood on an IED (Improvised Explosive Device). He was rescued by his colleagues and given emergency first aid by a medical reservist (who works as a healthcare scientist in the NHS). He lost an arm and leg in the accident.


	Emergency First Aid - administered 'in-situ' by a colleague who is a qualified biomedical scientist / healthcare scientist 


	Jed needs further investigations and emergency surgery to address his loss of limbs


	Radiographer
Diagnostic radiographers use the latest technology to look inside the body in different ways.

Porter 

Porters move people and items around a hospital site.

Phlebotomist
Phlebotomists collect blood samples from patients to help diagnose illness.

Surgeon
General surgeons employ a wide range of knowledge and skills to perform surgery, often in emergency situations. 


Anaesthetist
Anaesthetists, the largest group of hospital-based specialists, are doctors who use drugs and gases to stop patients feeling pain or distress before, during and after operations or other medical procedures.

Theatre Support Worker
Theatre support workers are part of an operating department team who support the surgical team.



	
	Operating department practitioner
Operating department practitioners work with patients of all ages and are involved in each phase of a person’s operation.

Medical engineer 
Takes care of the process of checking medical equipment to make sure it's working properly and is safe to use. Apart from checking equipment, there are opportunities to specialise in medical device risk management and governance.


	In critical care and during emergency surgery, Jed comes into contact with many healthcare scientists providing different aspects of the care he needs:

· Blood transfusions 

· Cardiac monitoring

· CT scanning for any embedded shrapnel

· Testing his hearing for possible blast damage
· Wound infection checks.
	Healthcare science (blood science)


Healthcare science staff working in the blood sciences may collect blood from patients for examination in pathology laboratories, carry out tests on blood to diagnose illness, or ensure that blood from donors is matched so that it can be given to patients when needed.


Cardiac science
Cardiac science involves analysing known and suspected heart disease.


Clinical or medical technologist in medical physics 

Healthcare increasingly uses sophisticated equipment and instruments to diagnose illness and to treat patients.

Audiology
Audiology is about identifying and assessing hearing and balance function and their associated disorders.


Infection sciences
Infection science focuses on such areas as clinical microbiology, immunology, parasitology and virology.



	Jed has been flown back to the UK and is now receiving critical care and further surgery. Multi-disciplinary teams support Jed to recover, providing vascular flow and infection control which are further supported by a psychological support team and physiotherapy.


	Healthcare assistant



Vascular science
Vascular science relates to how blood flows in the body.

Infection sciences
Physiotherapy
Physiotherapists work with people to help with a range of problems which affect movement using exercise, massage and other techniques.

Clinical psychologist
Clinical psychologists treat people whose thought patterns and behaviour are a threat to their own and others’ wellbeing. They diagnose, assess and provide treatment for people with a wide range of conditions such as depression, eating disorders and addiction. 

  

	Jed's rehabilitation commenced with intense physiotherapy and attendance at wheelchair assessment and artificial limb clinics. Once fitted with his prosthetic limb his progress is regularly reviewed at the clinic. 

Having undergone a clinical gait analysis to improve his walking pattern, some remaining balance issues are identified. Jed was referred to the ENT (Ear, Nose and Throat) department, where vestibular physiotherapy sessions were recommended.


	Prosthetist
Prosthetists provide an artificial replacement for patients who are missing a limb.

Prosthetic technician
Prosthetic technicians manufacture artificial replacements (prosthetics) for patients who are missing a limb.

Rehabilitation engineering
Rehabilitation engineering encompasses a team of people assessing and responding to the needs of people with disabilities.

Audiology
Physiotherapy


	Jed's recovery was going from strength to strength, both physically and emotionally. He was beginning to integrate back into main stream family life. 

The rehab team from Technical Services Aids had helped him further, with aids for driving his car, but it was other challenges he was really driving towards. Most of all, he would like to run again.


	Counselling psychologist
Counselling psychologists work with people to treat a wide range of issues, including helping them to manage difficult life events, such as bereavement and relationship difficulties. They also help people with mental health issues and disorders.



	With some help from Help4Heroes (H4H) Battle Back Sports Recovery program Jed has now been fitted with a running blade. He joined a military athletics club and is now in training, with a whole new social group who help each other. Jed has returned to work, recruiting to the Army and is hoping to be selected for the next INVICTUS GAMES.

For information about careers in healthcare science, visit the Health Careers website and look under Explore Roles for healthcare science roles.



Amputation Patient Journey - Job Roles
	Healthcare science (blood science)



	
Theatre support worker

	Surgeon


	
Audiology

	Physiotherapy
	Radiographer


	Medical engineer

	Rehabilitation engineering

	Counselling psychologist


	Prosthetist

	Vascular science

	Cardiac science


	Infection Sciences

	Clinical psychologist

	Phlebotomist

	Clinical or medical technologist in medical physics

	Porter

	Operating department practitioner


	Anaesthetist

	Prosthetic technician
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